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Notice of Meeting 
 
Dear Councillors, 
 
Notice is given of the Ordinary Council Meeting, to be held in the Council Chambers on Thursday 24 
October 2024 commencing at 7:00 PM. The business to be transacted at the meeting is included in 
this business paper.  
 
In accordance with clause 3.26 of the Code of Meeting Practice Councillors are reminded of their oath 
or affirmation of office made under section 233A of the Act, and of their obligations under the 
Council’s Code of Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of interest. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Craig Wrightson 
General Manager 

 

Council Meeting Procedures 
  
The Council meeting is chaired by the Mayor, Councillor Merri Southwood. Councillors are entitled to 
one vote on a matter. If votes are equal, the Chairperson has a second or casting vote. When a 
majority of Councillors vote in favour of a Motion it becomes a decision of the Council. Minutes of 
Council and Committee meetings are published on Council’s website www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au by 
5.00 pm on the Tuesday following the meeting. 
 
The Meeting is conducted in accordance with Council's Code of Meeting Practice. The order of 
business is listed in the Agenda on the next page. That order will be followed unless Council resolves 
to modify the order at the meeting. This may occur for example where the members of the public in 
attendance are interested in specific items on the agenda.  
 
The Public Forum will hear registered speakers from the Public Gallery as well as online using the 
web platform Zoom. All speakers wishing to participate in the public forum must register by using the 
online form no later than midnight, on the day prior to the meeting (Wednesday, 23 October 2024) 
and a Zoom meeting link will be emailed to the provided email address of those registered as an 
online speaker. Please note that the time limit of three minutes per address still applies, so please 
make sure your submission meets this criteria. Alternatively, members of the public can still submit 
their written address via email to service@lanecove.nsw.gov.au. Written addresses are to be 
received by Council no later than midnight, on the day prior to the meeting. (500 words maximum). 
 
Please note that meetings held in the Council Chambers are webcasted, and recordings are made 
publicly available on the Council's website. Should you require assistance to participate in the 
meeting due to a disability; or wish to obtain further information in relation to Council, please contact 
Council’s Director - Corporate Services and Strategy on (02) 9911 3550. 
 

 

http://www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/
https://haveyoursay.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/council-meeting-public-forum-registration
mailto:service@lanecove.nsw.gov.au
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Subject: Notice of Motion - Lane Cove North Neighbourhood Shops     

Record No: SU129 - 65544/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Councillor David Roenfeldt; Councillor Katie Little   
 

 

Executive Summary 
  
Lane Cove Council recognises that there is a housing crisis to address and will continue to support 
efforts and work collaboratively with the NSW State Government to increase the supply of new 
dwellings, particularly affordable and social housing. However, while the construction of new 
dwellings is a significant part of the solution, increased housing supply must also be balanced with 
the need for supporting infrastructure and services for existing and future residents. 
 
The rapidly growing population of the Mowbray Precinct in Lane Cove North do not have adequate 
access to local shops and services, requiring long journeys to other centres to meet their essential 
daily needs. The precinct is also lacking an identifiable place for the community to meet and 
socialise outside their homes. This lack of local amenity adds to traffic and demand for parking 
(both within the area and the Lane Cove village), reduces social interaction, and degrades the 
liveability of Lane Cove. 
 
A potential site for a neighbourhood centre was identified at 25-29 Mindarie Street in 2021, an 
appropriate location given its central location within the precinct, its location opposite Mindarie 
Park, the need to redevelop the aging housing assets on the site, and its ownership by the NSW 
State Government agency Homes NSW (formerly Land and Housing Corporation). Homes NSW 
are proposing to redevelop 618-624 Mowbray Road and 25-29 Mindarie Street. The proposal 
includes 86 apartments, 43 social housing units, 43 affordable housing units, and no commercial 
spaces. 
 
It is recommended that Council urgently seek to meet with the NSW Housing Minister, Homes 
NSW, the NSW Department of Planning, Infrastructure and Housing, and Willoughby City Council 
regarding the need for a neighbourhood centre and seek its inclusion in the proposed 
redevelopment of 25-29 Mindarie Street Lane Cove North. 
 
Background 
 
The Mowbray Precinct is nearing completion and may soon house over 1,500 dwellings and 2,700 
residents (JBA Consulting 2011). The residents of Lane Cove North do not have a neighbourhood 
centre that provides adequate shops and services to meet their essential daily needs. There are 
currently two shops on Mowbray Road, a deli and café, which are too small and inadequate to 
meet the needs of this community. The precinct also lacks an identifiable neighbourhood centre, a 
place for the community to meet and socialise outside their homes. 
 
In February 2010, the NSW Department of Planning rezoned the Mowbray Precinct for high density 
residential development. Following concerns raised by Council and the NSW Rural Fire Service a 
review of the rezoning was undertaken by The Department of Planning and Infrastructure (the 
Department) and Lane Cove Council (Council) in 2011. This review included a master planning 
study prepared by JBA consulting (see attachment 2), a traffic study prepared by SMEC Australia, 
and a strategic review report prepared by the Department and Council (see attachment 1). 
 
The strategic review considered the planning context for the precinct, and highlighted that under 
the Metropolitan Plan, high density residential development is most appropriate in town centres 
and larger centres. The report noted the Mowbray Precinct only contains a small lower-order 
neighbourhood centre, however under the R4 zoning, a new centre may be created, or the existing 
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centre expanded, to provide additional services and amenities to support a higher density precinct 
(p11). Council and the Department recommended the local neighbourhood centre at the corner of 
Mowbray Road West and Willandra Street be enlarged to provide an increased range of local retail 
uses, Section 9.1 (p31). 
 
The Master Planning Study by JBA Consulting recommended the rezoning “reinforce the corner of 
Mowbray Road West and Willandra Street as a local neighbourhood centre that can provide an 
increased range of local retail uses” (p37). Figure 1 from the report identifies the property at 658 
Mowbray Road West, light blue shaded area, as a potential location for an enlarged 
neighbourhood centre. 
 

 

 
Figure 1 - Recommended Planning Principles for the Study Area (p38) 
 
The JBA report also recommended Section 94 contributions be collected for community facilities, 
however the details of which facilities would be needed by the community was beyond the scope of 
the masterplan and deemed the responsibility of Council. 
In response to the rezoning review, residents of Lane Cove and Willoughby City Council raised 
concerns about the need for shops and community facilities within the precinct to support the 
growing population. Lane Cove Council noted this was a matter of importance for the Section 94 
Plan review, and noted these issues had been expressed in previous Council resolutions (Ordinary 
Council Meeting 16 April 2012). 
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In 2013 the section 94 Plan was reviewed and adopted by Council on 16 September 2013. 
However, the updated plan made no provision for the recommended neighbourhood centre and 
made no reference to the need for additional community services within the Mowbray Precinct. 
 
Since then, as new residents moved into the precinct Councillors heard growing concerns about 
the lack of local shops and services. In 2021 a potential site for a neighbourhood centre was 
identified at 25-29 Mindarie Street. This site was considered an appropriate location given its 
central location within the precinct, its location opposite Mindarie Park, the need to redevelop the 
aging housing assets on the site, and its ownership by the NSW State Government agency Homes 
NSW (formerly Land and Housing Corporation). The site at 25-29 Mindarie Street is zoned R4, 
which allows uses that support a neighbourhood centre, such as neighbourhood shops; 
restaurants or cafes, and community facilities.  
 
At the Ordinary Council Meeting 21 February 2022, it was resolved that Council:  

“1. Write to landowners within the Lane Cove North/Mowbray Precinct area who own land 
zoned R4 who have not yet lodged a Development Application to ask their level of interest 
in developing a ‘Neighbourhood Shop’ to support a local convenience store and/or local 
shops; and 

2.   A report be provided back to Council on what is required to further the proposal should the 
owners display interest in progressing the matter.” 

In response to the concerns of local residents, the now NSW Housing Minister, The Hon. Rose 
Jackson, visited the site at 25-29 Mindarie Street on 8 November 2021 and 23 March 2023 and 
made a commitment to provide shops and services at this site as part of any future redevelopment. 
 
(https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=576471087778209&rdid) 
(https://www.facebook.com/ClrKatieLittle/videos/1280966382327839) 
 
In August 2024 Homes NSW began a community consultation process for their proposed 
redevelopment of 618-624 Mowbray Road and 25-29 Mindarie Street. The proposal includes 86 
apartments, 43 social housing units, 43 affordable housing units, and no commercial spaces. The 
proposed development has been identified as a State Significant Development. 
 
In response to the proposed development the community wrote to Homes NSW, with over 250 
signatures, expressing a number of concerns about the development, see attachment 3.  
Residents are concerned they must travel to Lane Cove village, a 10-minute drive or 30-minute 
walk, to access essential shops and services. The community believes this is unacceptable for a 
high-density precinct, especially considering the number of high-need social housing tenants 
proposed for this development. These residents, many who have limited mobility or financial 
resources, would be particularly disadvantaged by the lack of nearby amenities. The residents 
unanimously support the development of a small neighbourhood centre. The majority (60%) favour 
a modest centre with 3 to 5 stores. The most requested amenities include a small grocery store 
(93%), a pharmacy (76%), a café (60%), health services (60%), and child care. 
 
Lane Cove Council has a responsibility to provide neighbourhood centres to meet the needs of the 
community. This aligns with the objectives of the Community Strategic Plan and Local Strategic 
Planning Statement.  
 
The objectives of the Community Strategic Plan include: 

5.1 To encourage the community to shop locally p47 

1.1 To encourage a sense of belonging and connection within the Lane Cove Community. p19 

2.3 To ensure the creation of healthy and liveable neighbourhoods, town centres, and 
suburbs, which support people to be healthy and well. p29 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=576471087778209&rdid
https://www.facebook.com/ClrKatieLittle/videos/1280966382327839
https://www.facebook.com/ClrKatieLittle/videos/1280966382327839/
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1.2 To encourage and facilitate active and healthy lifestyles at all life stages. p20 

2.4 To encourage active transport options that minimise adverse environmental and social 
impacts. p30 

1.6 To increase feelings of personal safety. p24 

1.6 To ensure Lane Cove is a safe place to live and enjoy community life. p24 

2.3 To ensure assets and infrastructure cater for increased population growth, are well 
maintained and support sustainable living across all demographics. p29 

 

The objectives of the Local Strategic Planning Statement include: 

Planning Priority 9 - Support shopping precincts to enable local shopping. p48-49 

Planning Priority 4 - Facilitate socially connected communities and enhance our cultural 
identity. p26-27 

Planning Priority 6 - Create and renew public spaces and facilities to improve our community’s 
quality of life p34-37 

Planning Priority 7 - Facilitate location of a diverse range of retail, commercial and industrial 
businesses in Lane Cove. p41 

 
The Lane Cove Local Strategic Planning Statement (2020) recognises five neighbourhood centres 
within the Lane Cove LGA, these are; Greenwich, Northwood, York’s Corner, Burns Bay Road, and 
Lane Cove West (p40). Despite the recommendations of the 2011 Precinct Strategic Review, the 
need for a neighbourhood centre in the Mowbray Precinct was not identified in the Local Strategic 
Planning Statement. 
 
Upon further discussions with Council staff, the following has been confirmed: 
 

• Only two landowners responded to letters from Council in 2022, and no commitment was 
made to support the development of a neighbourhood centre on their land. 

• Following the Council resolution of February 2022 no further planning or investigation was 
commenced regarding the development of a neighbourhood centre in the Mowbray 
Precinct. 

• 658 Mowbray Road West is owned by Homes NSW 

• 618-624 Mowbray Road West and 25-29 Mindarie Street is owned by Homes NSW 

 
As a matter of urgency Lane Cove Council needs to address the need for shops and services in 
the Mowbray Precinct, this aligns with; 
 

• The Metropolitan Plan and guidance at the time of the precinct rezoning 

• The recommendations of the 2011 Precinct Strategic Review 

• The commitment to address these needs in the 2013 Section 94 plan review  

• The stated objectives of the Community Strategic Plan and the Local Strategic Planning 
Statement.  

• The issues raised by the community regarding the need for local shops and services and 
their overwhelming support for a neighbourhood centre at 25-29 Mindarie Street 

As the Mowbray precinct nears completion it is essential that a well-planned neighbourhood centre 
is prioritised for delivery in this term of Council. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That:- 
 

1. Council commits to the provision of Affordable & Social Housing and acknowledge the 
lodgement of the State Significant Development Application [SSDA} by Homes NSW for the 
land in Mindarie Street Lane Cove North, 

2. Council write to the Mayor of Willoughby Council requesting a meeting to ascertain their 
views on the inclusion of commercial spaces in the Mindarie Street Proposal to support the 
local area; 

3. The General Manager write and request an urgent meeting with the Hon. Rose Jackson, 
NSW Housing Minister and Homes NSW to seek a review into the Mindarie Street proposal 
for the inclusion of commercial space in the proposed development; and 

4. The General Manager include in the next LEP review a study to identify possible sites for 
neighbourhood shops in the Lane Cove North precinct. 

 
 
 
 
 

Councillor David Roenfeldt 
Councillor 
 
 
 

Councillor Katie Little 
Councillor  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Mowbray Road Precinct Strategic Review Report, 

November 2011 
36 
Pages 

Available 
Electronically 

AT-2 View Mowbray Road Precinct Lane Cove North - JBA 
Master Planning Study - December 2011 

46 
Pages 

Available 
Electronically 

AT-3 View Community letter to Homes NSW, dated 6 September 
2024 

2 Pages Available 
Electronically 

  
  

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=50992/11
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=52166/11
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=65800/24
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Subject: Notice of Motion - Progression of Expanded Newlands Park Masterplan, including 
elements such as a Water Play Park     

Record No: SU4734 - 65542/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Councillor David Roenfeldt; Councillor Katie Little   
 

 

Executive Summary 
  
Council in October 2023, and again in November 2023 resolved to partially close Canberra Avenue 
between River Road at its intersection with Duntroon Avenue to integrate the land into Newlands 
Park and to develop a Masterplan for the upgrade of Newlands Park and to consider the possible 
widening of Duntroon Avenue to improve the access for two-way traffic. The closure was not to 
occur until after 1 November 2025 near completion of the adjacent development. The integration of 
road space into Newlands Park supported Council’s vision to create a high-amenity urban 
residential precinct near the existing St Leonards Rail and future Crows Nest Sydney Metro 
Stations, while providing community infrastructure, public open space and pedestrian networks.  
 
Further to this, the St Leonards South facilities Matrix approved in October 2020 as part of the St 
Leonards South Landscape Master Plan depicted the required and desirable facilities to be 
included in a park, such as toilets, multipurpose courts and fitness stations which further enhance 
amenity and social wellbeing. To include all these elements in Newlands Park would require 
additional open space. 
 
In the absence of any additional space at the Lane Cove Aquatic Centre, it has been suggested 
that amongst other things, a modest water play park could also be considered as a desirable 
facility for inclusion into a Newlands Park Masterplan.  
 
This motion seeks to build upon the community/collaborative processes in the creation of the BCO 
Masterplan and applying a similar, but improved process and structure, including financial 
constraints in the progression of a Newlands Park Masterplan.  
 
Background 
 
The State Government has committed at least $520M towards infrastructure projects in the 8 
Nominated TOD precincts, one of which is the St Leonard’s and Crow’s Nest Precincts. 
 
Council sent a submission dated 30 August 2024 to NSW Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure, which stated:- 
 
“The best opportunity for delivery of significant new open space adjacent to the precinct is through 
the expansion of Newlands Park. Council has resolved to integrate the section of Canberra Avenue 
between River Road and Duntroon Avenue into Newlands Park which will increase its size from 
10,120m² to 14,120m², creating the largest passive open space park in the Local Government 
Area. Council has identified the need for more active recreation opportunities in the precinct, such 
as sports courts, water play, off leash dog park and the like which can be accommodated by the 
expansion of Newlands Park. Lane Cove therefore requests funding to develop and implement a 
Masterplan for Newlands Park.” 
 
Discussion 
 
One of the criticisms of the St Leonard’s and Crows Nest 2036 plan was an inadequate provision 
of open space within the precinct. In response Council have completed construction of Wadanggari 
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Park, Friedlander Place, committed to the acquisition of 10 properties in Park and Berry Road’s for 
a Park as well as an expanded Newlands Park. This suite of open space Parks within the precinct 
will deliver increased amenity for existing and future residents. 
 
Council is currently engaged in the delivery of many substantial capital projects such as the Sport 
and Recreation Centre, Bob Campbell Oval, the conversion of the Terrace Function room to name 
just a few. The capacity for Council to fund further capital projects during the next 18 months is 
very limited as there is a need for financial restraint. However, during this time, Council should be 
focusing on the creation of masterplans for the delivery of new infrastructure projects such as an 
Expanded Newlands Park to be ‘shovel ready’. This could attract funding via grants or otherwise 
from both the NSW State and Federal Governments. 
 
Conclusion 
 
There is a need for additional amenity to service the growing population in St Leonard’s South. 
With the partial closure of Canberra Avenue and an expanded Newlands Park, Council should 
pursue the development of a Newlands Park Masterplan to meet this growing need.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 

1. Commit to the development and delivery of a Newlands Park Masterplan that 
incorporates the land from the partial closure of Canberra Avenue; 

2. Requests the General Manager to table at the 2025 Corporate Planning Weekend and 
the February meeting of Council (or as soon as practicable thereafter) a proposed 
program for the development and delivery of the Newlands Park Master Plan, including 
but not limited to:- 

a. appropriate community consultation; 

b. design development; 

c. Council endorsement of the Master Plan. 

3. Advise the Hon Paul Scully MP, Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, Hon Rose 
Jackson Minister for Housing that it is Council’s intention to develop a Master Plan for 
Newlands Park and explore opportunities for financing its implementation 

 
 
 
 

Councillor David Roenfeldt 
Councillor 
 
 
 

Councillor Katie Little 
Councillor  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: Notice of Motion - Affordable Council Run Childcare     

Record No: SU5165 - 65591/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Councillor Rochelle Flood   
 

 

Executive Summary 
  
A motion to further investigate the capability of Lane Cove Council to use council owned facilities to 
provide affordable council run childcare. 
 
Background 
 
Council at its meeting on 21 September 2023 resolved to: 
  

1.              Develop an early childhood education policy that identifies why Lane Cove Council is 
providing early childhood education services, what benefits Council is seeking to confer 
to the community (e.g. quality of care, affordability and accessibility, better conditions 
for workers etc.), as well as how Council can best provide early childhood education 
services in a way that is financially viable and resource-efficient.   

  

2.         Facilitate two sessions at the corporate planning weekend in 2024, to discuss: 

a)         The development of the early childhood education policy for Lane Cove Council. 
This discussion should seek to identify what Council’s reasons and strategic 
goals are in offering early childhood education, what the capacity of our LGA is 
to provide these services and how this can best be achieved, and; 

b)         The management model for two pending early childhood education facilities in 
St Leonards South - with the issue to return for determination at a council 
meeting before June 2024.  

3.         Prepare a report as each council-owned but privately operated early childhood 
education facility contract expires or comes up for renewal, evaluating the current 
operating model and comparing it to a council-run model, using key strategic objectives 
and metrics which will be included in the Council’s early childhood education policy as 
the basis for the comparative report.  

4.         These reports are to be brought to council for consideration before new contracts or 
lease arrangements are agreed; 

5.         Council undertakes a review of the rental subsidies available to large not-for-profit 
entities 

 
Following this motion, a report came back to council in April 2024, in relation to point 2 a) looking at 
potential operating models for the two childcare centres council is to receive under voluntary 
planning agreements from developments in St Leonards South. This report suggested that a key 
reason preventing council from taking on the management of these facilities, was the principle of 
competitive neutrality. While general comments and background on competitive neutrality 
principles were provided, there has been no analysis of the applicability of these principles with 
regards to the operation of early childhood education centres in Lane Cove.   
 
Discussion 
 
The April report on the operating models for early childhood education centres in St Leonards 
included the following comment:  
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The cost to Council to provide a direct service Early Childhood Education Centre is higher 
than the cost of external management. This is primarily due to the need to provide 
competitive neutrality by charging rent and avoiding any Council subsidy of the service. 

 
However, it is worth noting that while competitive neutrality principles do operate in certain contexts 
in local government, they only apply to business activities, where the primary purpose is generating 
income.  In their 2022 submission to the IPART review of competitive neutrality principles and the 
National Competition Policy, Local Government NSW (LGNSW said that:  
 

Councils undertake few activities that would be considered business activities. Few if any 
are undertaken with the primary purpose of generating income although many operate on a 
cost recovery process. 

 
Where councils do undertake activities that some may consider to be business activities 
councils are largely responding to Community Service Obligations, market failure and gaps 
in service availability, community needs and demands or to support regulatory 
responsibilities. 

  
Furthermore, LGNSW identifies a number of key principles that underscore the application of 
competitive neutrality principles within the context of local councils. They refer to the NSW Policy 
Statement on the Application of National Competition Policy to Local Government. This policy 
ultimately resisted a prescriptive approach to competitive neutrality in local government, and it 
includes the following relevant considerations when determining whether a council is constrained 
by competitive neutrality principles:  
 

• That the Guidelines should be subject to benefit cost analysis – Competitive neutrality 
actions should only be applied where the net public benefit exceeds cost. 

• Recognition that competition policy does not require that all individual businesses compete 
on an equal footing. Councils and other government agencies will have advantages through 
size, buying power, specialised expertise assets etc in the same way the private sector will 
have its own characteristics.  

• Stressing that the principle of Competitive Neutrality applies only to the business activities 
of councils and not to their non-business, non-profit activities. 

• Recognition that councils have a number of competitive disadvantages compared to the 
private sector. This includes limitations on borrowings, reduced flexibility to respond to 
markets, requirements for additional public accountability, legislative duties and Community 
Service Obligations. 

• Recognition that a business activity will involve the supply of goods and services for a fee 
or charge but not all activities involving the supply of goods and services would necessarily 
be classified as business activities. 

• Discretion for local councils to make their own determination as to which of their activities 
are classed as businesses (other than those classified by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) e.g. water and sewerage. 

 
There are a number of outstanding questions as to whether Lane Cove Council would be 
constrained by competitive neutrality principles for the operation of childcare centres. The existing 
principles indicate that there is likely broad discretion here and that there is no prescriptive 
requirement for us to apply the principle.  
 
When it comes to things like the provision of early childhood education, councils can and should 
operate as a service provider – not with a primary profit motive, but to ensure the needs of our 
community are met. We have a large number of local families with young children looking for 
affordable childcare options. Kindy Cove is currently the only childcare centre both owned and 
operated by Lane Cove Council, and it is in high demand with affordable fees and quality education 
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for children. We could be doing more in this space, and we should fully investigate what options 
are available to us in terms of providing this crucial service.   
 
Research shows that children who participate in quality early childhood education programs are 
more likely to arrive at school equipped with the social, cognitive and emotional skills they need to 
help them to continue learning. These benefits extend well beyond primary school. Higher levels of 
educational success, employment and social skills have all been linked to moderate levels of 
participation in quality early childhood education.  
   
Experts have found that despite the overwhelming benefits, Australian children are still missing out 
on early education. A report published by the Murdoch Children’s Institute in January 2022 found 
that almost half of all Australian children enrolled in early childhood education, were not enrolled 
for the recommended number of hours (15 hours per week recommended) to obtain the full benefit. 
These numbers are even worse for disadvantaged groups.  
  
The Murdoch Children’s Institute report provided the following figures on disadvantaged groups 
and their access to the recommended enrolment hours for early childhood education:  

•  As few as 12% of children from families with a healthcare card are enrolled for the 
recommended number of hours 

•  50% of Children from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds were enrolled for 
the recommended hours 

•  13-38% of children with a disability 

•  19-32% of children from non-English speaking backgrounds  
  
Furthermore, families have expressed concerns that the new subsidies introduced late last year 
are already being eroded – with high operating costs and limited places driving up fees.  
 
Council can play a part in ensuring vulnerable groups and local low-income families have access to 
affordable quality early childhood education. In order to do this, we should seek independent 
advice on the applicability of competitive neutrality principles to the provision of early childhood 
education in our LGA.  
 
 
Note from the General Manager 
 
Clause 3.15 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice states “A notice of motion for the expenditure of 
funds on works and/or services other than those already provided for in the council’s current 
adopted operational plan must identify the source of funding for the expenditure that is the subject 
of the notice of motion. If the notice of motion does not identify a funding source, the general 
manager must either: 
(a) prepare a report on the availability of funds for implementing the motion if adopted for 
inclusion in the business papers for the meeting at which the notice of motion is to be 
considered by the council, or 
 
(b) by written notice sent to all councillors with the business papers for the meeting for 
which the notice of motion has been submitted, defer consideration of the matter by 
the council to such a date specified in the notice, pending the preparation of such a 
report.” 
 
It is not possible to give an accurate estimate of the cost of the advice. The legal budget for the 
Community and Culture Division has an allocation of $7,900 for the 2024/25 financial year. At this 
early stage of the financial year, $7,350 is available. The budget is designed for adhoc advice, and 



 

Ordinary Council Meeting 24 October 2024 
NOTICE OF MOTION - AFFORDABLE COUNCIL RUN CHILDCARE 

 
 

Agenda Page 15 

should additional funds be required throughout the remainder of the financial year, additional funds 
can be voted at a future quarterly budget review. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council:- 
 

1. Seek independent advice on the applicability of competitive neutrality principles to the 
operation of early childhood education facilities in the Lane Cove LGA, with a view to 
determining whether we are constrained by this principle, or if we have broader discretion.  

2. Provide a report with this independent advice to a council workshop for further discussion on 
the capability of council to provide affordable childcare facilities for local families.  

3. Table the independent advice at a council meeting for consideration.  

4. Delay the release of the tender documents for the operation of the Early Childhood Centre at 

13-19 Canberra Ave, St Leonards until points 1 - 3 have been completed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor Rochelle Flood 
Councillor  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: Notice of Motion - Blackman Park Master Plan     

Record No: SU1270-02 - 65865/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Councillor Caleb Taylor   
 

 

 
Executive Summary 
 
This motion seeks a review of the Blackman Park Masterplan to identify areas within the park for 
future enhancement to ensure it meets the current and future needs of our community. The review 
will include a community consultation process, allowing residents and stakeholders to contribute 
their insights and suggestions.  
 
Background 
 
Blackman Park is Council’s premier sporting and recreation venue which serves as a key 
community hub in Lane Cove, fostering connection and engagement through a diverse range of 
activities, including: 
 

1. Sport – AFL, cricket, soccer, rugby, tennis, basketball, and table tennis. 

2. Dog park and play area. 

3. Community use – Scouts, martial arts, local events, and meetups. 

4. Exercise – walking, running, and fitness trails. 

5. Playground for children. 

6. Bike and scooter tracks. 

7. Bushwalking trails. 

8. BBQ and picnic facilities. 

There is now limited unutilised space available within the park, however there are several potential 
projects that have been identified to further improve Blackman Park:- 
 

1. Multipurpose clubhouse: A shared facility for sporting organisations and community 
events. 

2. Ninja Warrior exercise course: An engaging fitness-focused obstacle course for all 
ages. 

3. Pickleball courts: Dedicated spaces for this growing sport. 

4. Outdoor exercise equipment: Enhancements to existing public gym equipment to 
promote outdoor fitness. 

5. Upgraded playground: Enhancements to existing play facilities. 

6. Bike and scooter track: A dedicated track to improve safety and accessibility. 

7. Expanded parking: Increased parking capacity to better accommodate growing park 
use. 

 
In particular, the multi-purpose amenities/clubhouse has been a vison of the sporting clubs for 
many years. Attached is a concept which has been developed by the clubs, which utilises the 
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embankment area between the upper and lower fields, with the ability to service all the fields 
without impacting useable flat areas for the other potential projects.  
 
By undertaking this planning, it will position our community to potentially secure federal funding for 
park enhancements, with an election due in 2025 and Blackman Park now within the Bennelong 
electorate. 
 
I urge my fellow councillors to support this motion, allowing us to take full advantage of potential 
funding opportunities and deliver lasting benefits to Lane Cove.  
 
Note from General Manager 
 
A review of the Blackman Park Masterplan to identify areas within the park for future enhancement 
can be undertaken by internal staff, without a direct budgetary impact. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That:- 

1. Council undertake a review of the Masterplan to identify areas within the park for future 
enhancement to ensure it meets the current and future needs of our community; and 

2. Seek community consultation to gather input from residents, associations, local sporting 
groups and other relevant stakeholders on the proposed areas within the park for future 
improvements, including facilities, activities, and other features for the park. 

 
 
 
 
 

Councillor Caleb Taylor 
Councillor  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Lane Cove Cats Junior AFL Concepts 6 Pages Available 

Electronically 
AT-2 View Letters from Lane Cove Cats, NSFA, and Lane Cove 

Cricket 
3 Pages Available 

Electronically 
AT-3 View Pickleball Proposal 2 Pages Available 

Electronically 
AT-4 View Ninja Warrior Exercise Course Proposal 3 Pages Available 

Electronically 
  
  

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=65872/24
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=65873/24
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=65874/24
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=65875/24
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Subject: Notice of Motion - Recognition of Lane Cove Swim Club     

Record No: SU2726 - 65983/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Councillor Scott Bennison   
 

 

Executive Summary 
  
As the past patron of the Lane Cove Swimming Club (LCSC) it gives me great pleasure to record 
that Council’s redevelopment of the 50 metre pool and grandstand together with the continued 
partnership with this vibrant community organisation has achieved national recognition. 
 
The combination of the refreshed Aquatic Centre outdoor facilities (which had over 1,000,000 visits 
last year) and the club’s inclusive swimming program has resulted in LCSC becoming the 3rd 
largest club in Australia and achieving national recognition at the recent Swimming Australia 
awards as the Swimming Australia 2024 Club of the year. 
 
This demonstrates our Council’s model of providing well managed world class recreational facilities 
when combined with local community-based sporting organisations is second to none! 
 
Our new Mayor now assumes the role of patron, I wish her well in the role. 
 
I look forward to supporting other Council initiatives to have similar positive outcomes for all 
members of our community. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council write to the Lane Cove Swimming Club and congratulate them on their achievement 
of being named Swimming Australia 2024 Club of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor Scott Bennison 
Councillor  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: Proposed Sale of Drainage Reserve - Morrice Street and Tambourine Bay Road - 
Final Report     

Record No: SU2620 - 49658/24 

Division: General Managers Unit 

Author(s): David Stevens   
 
 

Executive Summary 
 
Council considered a report at the November 2023 meeting (AT-1) on the proposed sale of a 
Drainage Reserve between rear-facing properties on Morrice Street and Tambourine Bay Road. 
Council resolved that:- 
 

“Council defer consideration of this matter and establish a working group that includes relevant 
staff, Ward Councillors and affected residents to look at how to move forward with the sale of the 
land and another report is to be presented to Council once an outcome has been determined by 
the working party.” 

 
A resident forum was subsequently held on 12 March 2024. This report addresses the matters 
raised and discussed at the forum, outlines the results of the second round of offers for adjoining 
owners to purchase and reaffirms the original report recommendation, to proceed with a sale 
process for adjoining owners. 
 
Background 
 
The Council-owned reserve is classified as Operational Land that was created to provide access 
for and / or upgrade of existing underground drainage services to the properties at 1-61 Morrice 
Street and 22-50 Tambourine Bay Road. The drainage reserve was ultimately not utilised and is 
surplus to Council’s requirements. 
 
Council received an unsolicited offer in July 2021 to purchase a small section of the drainage 
reserve. Council subsequently invited Expressions of Interest for the section of land behind all 
properties adjoining the Reserve in August 2021 and received 22 ‘yes’ responses from a total of 
30, noting the number of property owners engaged was 46.  As part of the EOI documentation, 
Council estimated the market value of developable land at $4,000m2 against which Council would 
offer the purchaser a 50% discount to “market” in light of its restricted market and development 
potential. Costs for the surveying and legal costs were estimated at $5,000 per property in addition 
to the land purchase price. 
 
Included within the ‘yes’ responses were a number of “competing interest(s)”, whereupon the rear-
neighbouring property owner also expressed an interest in acquiring that same part of the drainage 
reserve. To address this, and other issues a forum was held with property owners, Councillors and 
staff on 12 March 2024 to identify a way forward. 
 
Discussion 
 
Following the forum a second Expression of Interest process was conducted commencing 26 
March 2024 which included the following terms per the in principle agreement reached by the 
participants at the forum:- 
 

• “Council would write to those residents who had responded YES to purchase and advise if 
their rear-facing neighbour had an interest in also purchasing the drainage reserve, and;  
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o provide a “zoomed” image of the subject properties;  

o share the name and contact details of the rear-facing neighbour/s;  

• Residents should meet to seek to agree a way forward to resolve the contested situation;  

• Should an impasse occur in a contested situation (where both adjacent property owners 
remain committed to purchase the drainage reserve), the parties would have the right to 
purchase the drainage reserve on a 50/50 split basis and any encroaching structures would be 
removed at the owners’ cost;  

• Formal responses to be submitted to Council with 6 weeks, being by 5pm 7 May 2024.” 
 
In response to the second EOI process the following plan depicts the properties which have agreed 
to purchase based on Council’s terms. 
 
White: not proceeding and / or no response received; 
Blue: not proceeding and abutting a ‘yes’ site; 
Yellow: proceeding on Council terms and / or, where relevant a 50/50 split agreed. 
 

 
 
The responses to acquire a majority of the Reserve, approximately 70% of the length of the 
Reserve, all of whom have agreed (in principle) to Council’s offer price of $2,000m2. In 
circumstances where a ‘yes’ response involves a “contested” parcel of the Reserve, a 50/50 split 
will proceed per the principle agreed at the Forum.  
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A number of purchasers have expressed interest in a “payment plan” to assist property owners. 
Council initially investigated incurring a charge against the property in the Rates system, however 
this ultimately proved to not be enforceable in the event of default. As an alternative, the purchaser 
can be offered a 5 year lease of the land from Council, where the lease fee would be equal to 
splitting the purchase price + interest (5%) into payments to cover the purchase plus costs. Upon 
expiry of the lease, Council would then transfer the title to the property owner for a notional $1. 
This option can be provided to purchasers on an opt in basis. 
 
In its November 2023 Report, Council stated it “will obtain a formal valuation prior to making the 
offer to purchase, the rate will be consistently applied on a per sqm basis.” In recognition of the 
time taken to finalise this process, Council will only adhere to said valuation should the $ price per 
sqm be lower than the previously offered $2,000 (discounted at 50% from estimated market value).  
 
Council estimates based on the number of purchasers, survey, legal and associated costs for 
purchasers to be in the order of $5,200 in addition to the purchase price.  
 
In relation to the white parcels of land depicted in the plan, as Council is the custodian of the public 
land, the existing property irregularities along the Reserve require Council’s attention, such that at 
a minimum, boundary lines (including physical fences) must be re-established based on legal 
ownership.  
 
It is recommended that Council issue a Notice to any of these property owners occupying the 
Reserve to vacate, including structures and the re-establishment of boundary fences to their 
rightful location. As an alternate, the property owner will be given the option to enter into a lease 
with Council to continue their occupancy of the Reserve. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The unused drainage reserve is surplus to Council requirements. As the custodians of public land, 
Council has the opportunity to regularise use of the land through sale, lease or cessation of use. It 
is recommended Council proceed with the sale process and other actions as outlined in the report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Proceed with sale of the Reserve land with those respondents who have agreed in-
principle to Council’s terms at $2,000m2 plus administrative costs; 

3. Issue a Notice to any property owner occupying the reserve to vacate including 
structures and the re-establishment of boundary fences to their rightful location. 
Alternatively, an owner may enter a lease with Council (lessee shall absorb legal 
fees) to continue their occupancy of the Reserve; and 

4. Delegate Authority to the General Manager to execute all the relevant contractual 
documentation. 

 

Craig Wrightson 
General Manager 
General Managers Unit  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: Office of Local Government NSW - Councillor Conduct and Meeting Practices 
Discussion Paper     

Record No: SU837 - 57713/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Stephen Golding   
 
 

Executive Summary 
 
The Office of Local Government NSW (OLG) released a Circular to Councils,(24-17) on 05 
September 2024 seeking a written submission on their Conduct and Meeting Practices Discussion 
Paper , (AT-1) by 15 November 2025. 
 
The OLG has concerns that the current Councillor conduct framework fails to provide the 
transparency and community respect necessary for the Councillor role, with closed Council briefing 
sessions being used to make decisions out of public view, while debates often devolve into 
personal attacks instead of fostering respectful, constructive discussions focused on the 
community's best interests. 
 
The OLG seeks feedback from the local government sector on their discussion paper by 15 
November 2024. 
 
Background 
 
The OLG considers that effective local government requires Councillors to demonstrate control and 
transparency in decision-making. They indicate the current framework lacks openness and respect, 
with decisions often made behind closed doors and debates turning personal rather than focusing 
on the community's best interests. Further, that the current Councillor conduct framework fails to 
provide the transparency and community respect necessary for the Councillor role. 
 
The OLG has seen a growth in the number of complaints, often over trivial issues. Data from the 
Office of Local Government (OLG) has shown there has been 4,289 complaints over the last 3 
years (2020/21 to 2022/23) through the code of conduct process.   
 
Overall: 

• 420 were referred for preliminary enquiries and then discontinued, 

• 136 were investigated as potential pecuniary interest matters, 

• 102 were investigated as potential misconduct (not pecuniary interest), 

• 36 related to public interest disclosures, and 

• 2 related to political donations. 
 
But of these thousands of complaints, in the years since 2020/21 the OLG has only: 

• taken action against 14 Councillors by way of a suspension or reprimand; 

• referred 4 Councillors to the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) for misconduct; 
and  

• disqualified and dismissed one Councillor on the basis of Independent Commission Against 
Corruption (ICAC) recommendations. 

 
  

Office%20of%20Local%20Government%20NSW%20-%20%20Councillor%20Conduct%20and%20Meeting%20Practices%20Discussion%20Paper%20%20-%20September%202024
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/misconduct-and-intervention/councillor-conduct-framework/
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/misconduct-and-intervention/councillor-conduct-framework/
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Discussion 
 
Conflicts of Interest and Behaviour 

Under the reforms the OLG would be responsible for handling pecuniary and significant non-
pecuniary conflicts of interest, with sanctions (suspensions and Penalty Infringement Notices 
(PINs) being determined by an appropriate tribunal or body. 
 
Behavioral concerns would be addressed by a state-wide panel of experienced Councillors 
(Privileges Committee), while the Code of Conduct would be aligned with Parliamentary standards 
to clarify expected behavior. There would be three limbs to this proposed misbehaviour definition 
being: conduct that is unbecoming of a Councillor; brings Council into disrepute; and/or is 
assessed as being outside the norms and expectations of a sitting Councillor. 
 
The Privileges Committee process would be paid for by either individual Councillors or their 
councils, dependent on the outcome. Penalties that could be imposed include censure or warning 
of the Councillor, where referred following misbehaviour in a Council meeting a potential loss of 
sitting fees and referral to an appropriate tribunal or body for more serious sanction, including 
suspension or disallowance.  
  
These changes apply only to Councillors, as the current Code of Conduct for Local Government 
staff is deemed effective. 
 
The revised Councillor Conduct Framework will be based on the following principles of change:  
Council leadership and decision making are paramount; freedom of speech is fundamental, 
transparency and accountability are maintained, issues are dealt with at the most immediate or 
local level, strong and proportionate local government regulator, justice is timely and proportionate 
and significant penalties should only be imposed by a judicial or quasi-judicial body. 
 
There is a need for greater clarification around legal representation in the new system and the use 
of PINs (fines). Under the OLG model payment of Expenses policy, legal costs relating to a Code 
of Conduct complaint may only be made available where the matter is referred to a conduct 
reviewer who makes a finding favourable to the Councillor. The review should consider what legal 
representation or other support Councillors should be entitled to in challenging a PIN or other 
sanction under the new Code. 
 
Having reviewed the new framework, Council officers generally agree with the proposed changes 
and will be preparing a submission that broadly supports the proposed reforms. The key advantage 
of the system is that it removes the current inherent conflict, whereby the general manager and 
staff of a Council are responsible for processing, investigating and resolving Code of Conduct 
complaints against Councillors. 
 
Banning of Councillor Briefing Sessions 

To promote transparency and address the corruption risks identified by the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) that can arise from a lack of transparency, the paper 
proposes that councils will no longer be permitted to hold pre-meeting briefing sessions in the 
absence of the public. 
 
Whilst Council officers fully support transparency and ensuring that decisions are not made by 
Council during private briefings, the total banning of briefing sessions is considered an 
extraordinary measure and unnecessary. The example used in the paper relates to briefings on 
development applications. Councils in metropolitan Sydney play no role in development 
applications so the relevance to corruption risk has already been eliminated.  
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A typical Councillor workshop / briefing involves presentations on the more complex matters 
relating to upcoming Council agenda items, providing opportunities for staff and Councillors to 
discuss matters or for Councillors to ask questions. Many issues which a Councillor is required to 
consider are complex and without the opportunity to have a briefing from staff, a Councillor is 
forced to develop their understanding entirely from the report to the meeting. At all government 
levels, politicians (the governing body) receive briefings from the staff (the administrative body) as 
the staff have the technical knowledge on matters. To remove the opportunity would be a 
retrograde step to ensuring informed decision making. 
 
The paper also suggests that the Mayor would have the opportunity to have briefings and even 
have access to more information about a matter. This again is a retrograde step as it is 
inconsistent with the principle that “information necessary for Councillors to exercise their civic 
functions is made equally available to all Councillors,” (Pt 8, OLG Model Councillor and Staff 
Interaction Policy).  
 
Other potential by-products of banning briefing sessions include reduced opportunities for: 
  

• reducing corruption risk, by ensuring there is no differential access to information on a matter; 

• reduced efficiency in decision making, by needing to defer matters at Council meetings for 
further information/questions to be answered in a further report; 

• accumulation of knowledge and understanding on subject matters, particularly for new 
Councillors faced with new complex matters; 

• staff to provide frank, honest, apolitical and impartial advice; 

• brainstorming sessions and the exchange of ideas, options, and alternatives generally. 
 
While no change to the current process is recommended, if the OLG is insistent on reform, it is 
recommended as an alternate that the OLG define a limited range of subject matters that should 
be banned from non-public briefing sessions rather than a blanket ban on all matters.         
 
Restoring dignity to council meetings 

The paper proposes a number of changes relating to Council Meetings including:- 
 

• Confer the power on mayors to expel councillors for acts of disorder and to remove the 
Councillor’s entitlement to receive a fee for the month in which they have been expelled from a 
meeting. 

• Councillors will be required to apologise for an act of disorder at the meeting at which it occurs 
and, if they fail to comply at that meeting, at each subsequent meeting until they comply. Each 
failure to apologise becomes an act of misbehaviour and will see the Councillor lose their 
entitlement to receive their fee for a further month. 

• Councillors will also be expected to stand, where able to do so, when addressing Council and 
when the Mayor enters the chamber 

• Expanding the grounds for mayors to expel members of the public from the chamber for acts 
of disorder and enable the issuing of a PIN where members of the public refuse to leave a 
meeting after being expelled. 

 
The existing Model Code of Meeting practice provides a process for expulsion from meetings due 
to disorder. The proposed additional penalty of removing sitting fees should be a matter considered 
by the proposed Privileges Committee. The issuing of PINS to members of the public who fail to 
leave a meeting is not considered necessary and, in any event, would be difficult to impose. 
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Proposed reforms on Lobbying 

The paper advises that separately the OLG is developing lobbying guidelines and a model policy 
on lobbying for councils to adopt that will: 
• address how professional lobbyists are identified and the obligations on councils and 

Councillors if they met a professional lobbyist, 
• set out inappropriate behaviours when being lobbied, 
• identify steps to be taken to ensure transparency, 
• require Council officials to report inappropriate or corrupt lobbying behaviours to the Council’s 

general manager. 
 
Council at its June 2024 meeting resolved to develop a policy and procedure by which Lane Cove 
Councillors be required to publicly disclose and keep a record of their meetings with property 
developers and registered lobbyists on Council’s website, using the City of Sydney policy. 
 
Staff have commenced working on this policy, however in light of the above it would be appropriate 
the OLG policy integrate both developers and lobbyists into the new policy. This feedback can be 
provided in the submission. In the interim staff have developed a disclosure form that must be 
completed prior to any meetings with external parties relating to Council business consistent with 
the documents required to meet with a State Government Minister for implementation immediately. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This discussion paper has been prepared to seek the views of the community, key stakeholders 
and the local government sector about the proposed changes. Submissions will be accepted up to 
close of business Friday 15 November 2024. Staff will prepare and lodge a submission based on 
the discussion in the report and Council’ resolution. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council endorse the contents of this report for the purposes of preparing a submission on the 
matter and lodging the submission with the OLG on or before 15 November 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 

Steven Kludass 
Director - Corporate and Strategy 
Corporate and Strategy Division  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Office of Local Government NSW -  Councillor 

Conduct and Meeting Practices Discussion Paper  - 
September 2024 

19 
Pages 

Available 
Electronically 

  
  

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=57709/24
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Subject: Traffic Committee - September 2024     

Record No: SU1326 - 64442/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): Hasir Suhaib   
 
 

Executive Summary 
 
The Lane Cove Traffic Committee has met and provided recommendations for Council’s 
consideration. The attached Minutes include a summary of each item – it is recommended the 
September 2024 Minutes are adopted for implementation.  
 
Background 
 
The Lane Cove Traffic Committee is a requirement of Transport for NSW and is primarily a 
technical review committee, which provides advice to Council on matters referred to it by Council. 
These matters must be related to prescribed traffic control devices and traffic control facilities for 
which Council has delegated authority. The Committee has no decision-making powers, it makes 
recommendations for the Council to consider, but Council is not bound by the advice. 
 
Discussion 
 
The Lane Cove Traffic Committee Meeting was held on Tuesday 17 September 2024. The agenda 
is included as AT-1. The Traffic Committee recommendations are shown in the Minutes of the 
Meeting, included as AT-2.  
 
Agenda Items were as follows: 
 

1. Confirmation of the Minutes Traffic Committee meeting - 16 July 2024 
2. St Michaels School - Relocate existing pedestrian crossing on Longueville Road, north of 

Alpha Road, Lane Cove 
3. River Road West - No Parking opposite William Edward Street 
4. Birrahlee Pre-school, Lane Cove - Parking in front of gate to school 
5. Tambourine Bay Rd and Coxs Ln, Lane Cove - Light traffic only (No Trucks over 3t) 
6. Longueville Road - Austin Street (scrambled intersection), Lane Cove 
7. New Year's Eve celebrations 2024 at Manns Point, Greenwich Peninsula - TMP and 

TCP for the event 
8. Regulatory Signposting and Linemarking 
9. River Road, Greenwich - Proposed shared user path. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the recommendations of the Lane Cove Traffic Committee Meeting held on 
Tuesday 17 September 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 

Martin Terescenko 
Director - Open Space and Infrastructure 
Open Space and Infrastructure Division  



 

Ordinary Council Meeting 24 October 2024 
TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
 

Agenda Page 27 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Agenda of Traffic Committee - Tuesday, 17 September 

2024 
29 
Pages 

 

AT-2 View Minutes of Traffic Committee - Tuesday, 17 September 
2024 for Council Meeting 

16 
Pages 

 

  
  

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=57548/24
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=66008/24
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Agenda 

Traffic Committee Meeting 

17 September 2024, 10:00 AM 
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Traffic Committee 17 September 2024 
 

 

 Agenda Page 2 

 
Notice of Meeting 
 
Notice is given of the Traffic Committee Meeting, to be held in the Council Chambers on Tuesday 17 
September 2024 commencing at 10:00 AM. The business to be transacted at the meeting is included 
in this business paper. 
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Subject: 2. St Michaels School - Relocate Existing Pedestrian Crossing on Longueville Road, 
North of Alpha Road, Lane Cove     

Record No: SU1326 - 49637/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 

The proposal aims to relocate the pedestrian crossing on Longueville Road, opposite St Michael's 
School, approximately 44 metres to the north. This adjustment will increase the number of ‘No 
Parking’ spaces in front of the school gate during after-school pick-up times, expanding from 19.4 
metres (approximately three vehicles) to 56.5 metres (approximately nine vehicles). The relocation 
is designed to ease congestion and reduce waiting times for parents picking up their children.  

Background 

St Michael's School has requested the relocation of the existing pedestrian crossing by 44 metres 
to the north to improve traffic flow and safety. This will result in: 

• Reduced waiting time for parents queuing on Alpha Road and Austin Street, as the 
additional parking spaces (increased from three to nine) will allow for faster pick-up and 
shorter queues. 

• Relocation of the bus stop to a position immediately following the new pick-up parking 
area, making it more convenient for schoolchildren. 

 

Discussion 

A survey conducted between 7:30 am and 9:00 am showed that approximately 80% of pedestrians 
using the crossing approach from the north. Moving the crossing north will be more convenient for 
these parents and may reduce instances of jaywalking before the crossing. 

Driveway access will remain unchanged for private residences on both sides of Longueville Road. 

Changes to Parking Restrictions 

The table below summarises the changes in parking restrictions from Alpha Road to Dorritt Street 
due to the relocation: 

At Property Nos. Parking Restrictions for 
existing Pedestrian Crossing 

Parking Restrictions for new 
Pedestrian Crossing 

173 - House Unrestricted Parking No Change 

175 - House ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4pm’ 
School Days 

No Change 

177 - School ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4pm’ 

School Days 

Full-time ‘No Stopping’ 

179 - School Bus Zone - ‘8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4pm 
School Days 

‘No Stopping at Other Times’ 

Bus Zone - ‘8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4pm 
School Days 

 

181-185 - School 19.4m - ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 
2.30pm-4pm’ School Days and ‘No 
Stopping for Pedestrian Crossing’ 

56.5m - ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-
4pm’ School Days and start of Bus Zone 
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206 – Home Units Unrestricted 19.4m - ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-
4pm’ School Days and 18m ‘No Stopping’ 

208 - House 11.3m ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-
4pm’ School Days 

No Change 

210-214 – Home Units Bus Zone & 39m No Stopping’ Bus Zone & 39m ‘No Parking 8am-9.30am, 
2.30pm-4pm’ School Days  

 

 

Figure 1: Locality Plan 
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Figure 2: Signage Plan 
 
Conclusion 

Relocating the pedestrian crossing 44 metres north will increase ‘No Parking’ spaces outside the 
school gate from approximately three to nine. This expansion is expected to reduce waiting times 
for parents during school pick-up, improve traffic flow, and maintain safe and convenient access for 
school children. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: - 

• Relocate the existing pedestrian crossing in front of St Michaels School to the north by 
approximately 44metres subject to public consultation and funding. 

  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: 3. River Road West - No Parking Opposite William Edward Street     

Record No: SU1326 - 52040/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 

Council proposes to replace the current 'No Parking 6.30am-9.30am Mon-Fri' restriction opposite 
William Edward Street with a fulltime 'No Parking' zone. This change aims to improve traffic flow by 
allowing through vehicles on River Road West to navigate around vehicles waiting to turn right into 
William Edward Street. 

The proposed modification is in response to increasing traffic congestion throughout the day, which 
has been worsened by the recent development in the area. This change is expected to significantly 
reduce delays and improve overall traffic efficiency on this crucial thoroughfare. 

 

Background 

River Road West has experienced a notable increase in traffic volume due to ongoing development 
in the surrounding areas. This growth has led to emerging challenges in traffic management, 
particularly at the intersection with William Edward Street. 

Key issues identified include: 

1. Traffic Congestion: Council Rangers have reported frequent and lengthy delays 
throughout the day for through vehicles on River Road West. These delays are primarily 
caused by vehicles waiting to turn right from River Road West into William Edward Street. 

2. Limited Effectiveness of Current Restrictions: The existing 'No Parking 6.30am-9.30am 
Mon-Fri' restriction has been operating satisfactorily during morning peak hours. However, 
it has become apparent that this limited time frame is insufficient to address the growing 
traffic demands throughout the day. 

3. Increased Development: The area has seen significant development, leading to higher 
traffic flows on River Road West at various times of the day, not just during the morning 
peak. 

4. Safety Concerns: The current situation poses potential safety risks, as through traffic may 
attempt unsafe manoeuvre to bypass queued right-turning vehicles. 

In light of these factors, a review of the current parking restrictions has been undertaken to better 
align with the changing traffic patterns and community needs. The proposed change to fulltime 'No 
Parking' is a proactive measure to address both current issues and anticipated future traffic growth 
in the area. 

 

Discussion 

Community Engagement and Feedback 

As part of the consultation process, seven letters were hand-delivered to residents potentially 
affected by the proposed changes to parking restrictions. This targeted approach ensured that 
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those most impacted by the project had the opportunity to provide direct feedback. The 
consultation yielded two responses: 

1. Verbal Feedback (9 River Road West):  

o Suggestion to extend 'No Parking' zone from Austin Street to Longueville Road. 

o Rationale: Improve sight distance for residents exiting driveways and vehicles 

turning left from Austin Street into River Road West. 

2. Email Response (7 River Road West):  

o Expressed support for the proposal. 

o Inquired about potential changes to right turns from River Road West to Austin 

Street. 

o Council's Response: Informed the resident that a submission has been made to 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) as part of broader improvements to River Road. 

3. Additional Request (5a River Road West):  

o Proposed 'No Parking 8am-6pm Mon-Fri' restrictions. 

Traffic Data Analysis 

Recent traffic surveys conducted in May 2024 provide crucial data to inform decision-making: 

• Average Weekday Daily Traffic: 9,460 vehicles/day 

• Average Weekend Daily Traffic: 7,305 vehicles/day 

This data indicates significant traffic volumes throughout the week, with weekends experiencing 
approximately 77% of weekday traffic levels. 

Proposed Modifications 

In light of the community feedback and traffic data, the following modifications to the original 
proposal are recommended: 

1. Parking Restrictions:  

o Implement 'No Parking 6am-6pm' restrictions, seven days a week. 

o Rationale: To address high traffic volumes on both weekdays and weekends, 

ensuring consistent traffic flow and safety throughout the week. 

2. Extension of No Parking Zone:  

o Consider extending the 'No Parking' zone from Austin Street to Longueville Road, 

subject to further assessment. 
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o Rationale: To improve sight lines for both residents and vehicles at intersections, 

enhancing overall road safety. 

3. Right Turn Considerations:  

o Acknowledge resident concerns regarding right turns from River Road West to 

Austin Street. 

o Note: This issue is being addressed as part of a broader submission to TfNSW for 

River Road improvements. 

 

 

Figure 1: Locality Plan: 
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Figure 2: Signage plan 

Conclusion 

Based on traffic analysis and resident feedback, it is proposed to implement 'No Parking 6am-6pm, 
7 days a week' restrictions on River Road opposite William Edward Street. This balanced approach 
aims to improve traffic flow by allowing through vehicles to bypass right-turning traffic during peak 
hours, while still accommodating residents' parking needs outside restricted hours. The seven-day 
restriction addresses weekend traffic issues, enhancing safety and maneuverability throughout the 
week. This proposal is expected to significantly alleviate congestion on River Road West, 
particularly around the William Edward Street intersection, while remaining flexible for future 
adjustments if needed. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: - 

• Replace the ‘No Parking 6:30am-9:30am M-F’ in front of 5 River Road West with ‘No 
Parking 6am-6pm’, 7-days. 

  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: 4. Birrahlee Pre-School, Lane Cove - Parking in front of Gate to School     

Record No: SU1326 - 52042/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 

The proposal is to install ‘No Parking 8am-10am, 2.30pm-4pm’ in front of the gate from the carpark 
behind Len Wallis into Birrahlee Reserve. This will allow parents with prams easier access to the 
gate from the car park and facilitate their entry to Birrahlee Pre-School during drop-off and pick-up 
times. The change will replace one ‘1/4P 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4.30pm’ parking space with the 
new restrictions – see Figure 2.  

Background 

Parents with prams have raised concerns with the Council about difficulties accessing the gate to 
Birrahlee Reserve (70A Burns Bay Road) from the carpark when vehicles are parked in front of it. 
To resolve this, the proposal suggests replacing one existing timed parking space with ‘No Parking’ 
during peak school hours. At other times, the parking space will remain unrestricted. 

Discussion 

The carpark is under Council jurisdiction, and Birrahlee Pre-School supports the proposal, though 
they noted they have not received any direct complaints about this issue. The pre-school also 
suggested that the restricted times be set to 8am-10am and 2.30pm-4pm, as their hours of 
operation are from 8.15am to 3.45pm. 
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Figure 1: Locality Plan 
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Figure 2: Signage Plan at Carpark 
 
 
 
Conclusion 

The recommendation is to replace one ‘1/4P 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4.30pm’ parking space in front 
of the gate with ‘No Parking 8am-10am, 2.30pm-4pm’ to ensure access for parents with prams 
during drop-off and pick-up times. Outside these hours, the space will revert to unrestricted 
parking. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council:- 
 

• Replace one ‘1/4P 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4.30pm’ parking space opposite the gate with ‘No 
Parking 8am-10am, 2.30pm-4pm’ to allow a person pushing a pram to enter and leave the 
gate. 

  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: 5. Tambourine Bay Rd and Coxs Ln, Lane Cove - Light Traffic Only     

Record No: SU1326 - 52551/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 

Council is seeking approval from Transport for NSW (TfNSW) to designate Tambourine Bay Road 
and Coxs Lane as a light traffic route between River Road and Epping Road by installing ‘No 
Trucks’ signs (R6-10-2) at key entry points. This proposal aims to address ongoing resident 
complaints regarding noise and speeding trucks using these residential streets as a shortcut.  

Background 

Residents along Coxs Lane have raised consistent concerns about truck traffic, particularly 
regarding noise and speed. Traffic surveys indicate that trucks constitute 5.47% of total traffic on 
Coxs Lane, with an 85th percentile speed of 44 kph. While Council has installed speed cushions to 
slow down vehicles, residents now report increased noise from trucks navigating over the 
cushions, exacerbating the issue. 

There is anecdotal evidence that trucks are using Coxs Lane as a shortcut between River Road 
and Epping Road. To address this, Council proposes including Tambourine Bay Road in a 
designated light traffic route, which would discourage trucks from using these residential streets as 
a thoroughfare. 

Discussion 

Council is requesting TfNSW to provide guidance on the necessary steps and information required 
for approval of the light traffic route designation for Tambourine Bay Road, Sutherland Street, and 
Coxs Lane. The installation of truck prohibitive signs at River Road, Burns Bay Road, and Epping 
Road would help limit truck traffic through these areas, while still allowing trucks access if no 
alternative route is available.  
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Figure 1: Proposed Locality and Signage Plan  
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Conclusion 

With continued complaints from residents about truck noise and speed along Coxs Lane, Council 
seeks to implement a truck ban on residential streets unless a truck route plan is in place for 
specific site access. Council will engage TfNSW to determine the approval process and 
requirements for establishing Coxs Lane and Tambourine Bay Road as a light traffic route. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council:- 
 

• Council requests TfNSW to provide what information they need to approve Coxs Lane as a 
light traffic route. 

  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: 6. Longueville Road - Austin Street (Scrambled Intersection), Lane Cove     

Record No: SU1326 - 52603/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a petition from residents requesting that Transport for NSW (TfNSW) convert 
the traffic signals at the intersection of Longueville Road and Austin Street into a ‘scrambled 
intersection’ for pedestrians. This would involve stopping traffic from all directions, allowing 
pedestrians to cross in any direction, including diagonally.  

Background 

Twenty residents from Pottery Gardens Retirement Village, located at 2 Central Ave, Lane Cove, 
have submitted a petition calling for improvements to pedestrian safety at the Longueville Road 
and Austin Street intersection. The petition suggests that a scrambled crossing: 

• Would be most beneficial during the busiest time, between 3pm and 3:30pm on weekdays, 
but would also be helpful at other times. 

• Is more suitable for residents with mobility challenges. 

• Would also benefit residents of Kamilaroi Nursing Home and local school children. 

• Requests that the green pedestrian crossing time be extended by five seconds. 

• Would prevent vehicles from blocking pedestrian crossings between signal phases, which 
forces pedestrians to navigate around stopped vehicles, increasing crossing time and risk. 

Discussion 

A survey of pedestrian and vehicle traffic was conducted on Thursday and Friday, 22-23 August 
2024. The busiest day was Friday, with two-way traffic on Longueville Road reaching 7,192 
vehicles between 7am and 6pm. Pedestrian movements were recorded as follows: 

Time 

Friday 23 August 2024 

 Longueville Road 
Northern 

Pedestrian 
Crossing 

Longueville Road 
Southern  
Pedestrian 
Crossing 

Austin Street 
Western  

Pedestrian 
Crossing 

Total Pedestrian 
Movements 7am-6pm 

Children 147 279 547 

Adults 767 323 1500 

Elderly 61 12 36 

TOTAL 975 614 2083 

Total Pedestrian 
Movements 3pm-
3.30pm 

Children 24 105 227 

Adults 43 57 183 

Elderly 4 0 4 

TOTAL 71 162 414 

Total Pedestrian 
Movements 3pm-4pm 

Children 49 125 248 

Adults 79 70 221 

Elderly 5 0 4 

TOTAL 133 195 473 
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Total Pedestrian 
Movements (7am-

6pm) 

Longueville Rd 
Northern 
Crossing 

Longueville Rd 
Southern 
Crossing 

Austin St 
Western 
Crossing 

Total 

Children 147 279 547 973 
Adults 767 323 1500 2590 
Elderly 61 12 36 109 
TOTAL 975 614 2083 3672 

During the peak 3pm-3:30pm period on Friday: 

• Children: 24 (North), 105 (South), 227 (West) 

• Adults: 43 (North), 57 (South), 183 (West) 

• Elderly: 4 (North), 0 (South), 4 (West) 

• Total: 71 (North), 162 (South), 414 (West) 

Note that the number of pedestrians crossing Longueville Road may also be included in the 
number of pedestrians crossing Austin Street. 

The intersection would benefit from a scrambled crossing, as it would allow pedestrians to cross 
more efficiently without needing to wait for two separate pedestrian phases. However, the 
pedestrian crossing time would need to be extended by approximately 40%, given that a diagonal 
crossing distance is around 17 metres, compared to about 12 metres for crossing Longueville 
Road or Austin Street. 
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Figure 1: Locality Plan 

Conclusion 

These results have been provided for discussion and further analysis by TfNSW. The introduction 
of a scrambled crossing would improve pedestrian safety and convenience, particularly for 
vulnerable groups such as the elderly and school children, while also reducing instances of 
vehicles blocking pedestrian crossings. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council:- 

• TfNSW advise Lane Cove Council on whether a scrambled pedestrian crossing is 
supported at the Longueville Road/Austin Street signalised intersection, based on the 
number of pedestrians recorded using the intersection.  

• Give TfNSW a copy of the survey results which recorded pedestrian movements in 15-
minute increments between 7am and 6pm.   

  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: 7. New Year's Eve Celebrations 2024 at Manns Point, Greenwich Peninsula - TMP                
and TCP for the Event     

Record No: SU1326 - 53290/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 

To seek approval for the road closures and implementation of the Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 
and associated Traffic Control Plan (TCP) for the 2024 New Year’s Eve celebration at the 
Greenwich Peninsula. 

On the day of the event, full road closures are proposed from 6:00pm on Tuesday, 31 December 
2024 to 1:00am on Wednesday, 01 January 2025 at the following locations. 

· George Street at Manns Ave (east of Manns Ave) 
· Albert Street; and 
· Gother Avenue 
 
Background 

Council has been annually closing some of the roads for New Year’s Eve celebrations in 
Greenwich Peninsula for fireworks at the Sydney Harbour Bridge. This event requires altered traffic 
arrangements. 

Manns Point Park located in the south-eastern corner of the Greenwich Peninsular is a harbour 
front location from where public can view the New Year’s Eve fireworks. The event requires careful 
planning regarding traffic, parking, and pedestrian management due to its popularity. The event 
attracts numerous patrons during the time of the road closure. 

It has been brought to Council’s attention that only the eastern section of the peninsular is heavily 
utilised by visitors wishing to observe the fireworks. 

Road Hierarchy 

The road closures only impact the local road networks and do not impact the major road networks. 

Public Transport 

265 services have been replaced with 267 services. 

Busways are currently planning to operate a Saturday timetable on NYE. 

This has 267 services arrive at Greenwich Wharf at 10 past the hr and departing at 15 past the hr. 

Given the 6pm closure, Busways would request the last service 6.10pm prior to terminating buses 
at St Leonards be permitted through the closure as per previous years. 

Public Consultation  

The affected residents will be informed in writing by two letterbox drops; the first letter one month 
prior to the road closures followed by a reminder notice at least two (2) weeks prior to the road 
closures. A Variable Message Sign (VMS) advising of the road closures will be in place at least two 
weeks prior to the event. 

Discussion 

As part of the 2023 New Year’s Eve celebrations at Manns Point, altered traffic arrangements are 
required to ensure the safety of pedestrians and motorists in the Greenwich Peninsula, at the 
following locations. 

· George Street at Manns Ave (east of Manns Ave) 
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· Albert Street; and 
· Gother Avenue 

 

To maintain traffic circulation, it is proposed to implement a one-way arrangement along the 
following streets: 

· Manns Ave 

· George Street between Manns Ave and St Lawrence Street; and 

· St Lawrence Street between George Street and Manns Ave. 

 

To facilitate the proposed traffic arrangement, the above streets will be partially barricaded. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

• Approves the proposed TMP and associated TCP for the 2023 New Year’s Eve Road 
closures in the Greenwich Peninsula, as shown in Appendix A.  

 
  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Traffic Management Plan - NYE 2024   
  



ATTACHMENT 1 Agenda of Traffic Committee - Tuesday, 17 September 2024 
 

Agenda Page 51 

  

 

Traffic Committee Meeting 17 September 2024 
REGULATORY SIGNPOSTING AND LINEMARKING 

 
 

Agenda Page 24 

Subject: 8. Regulatory Signposting and Linemarking     

Record No: SU1326 - 53624/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): John Gill   
 

Executive Summary 
 
The purpose of the report is to seek approval for the implementation regulatory signposting and 
line marking changes at various locations in Lane Cove Council. 
 
Background 
 
These are minor traffic and parking issues forwarded to Council for its consideration and, if 
appropriate, it will be actioned. The action is typically implementation of regulatory signposting, 
pavement marking and line marking. 
 
Discussion 
 
The implementation of the signposting and line marking improve compliance with road rules and 
thereby improve road safety, motor vehicle access to properties and aid the construction of new 
development by supporting safe use of the adjacent road space. The regulatory signposting and 
line marking changes implemented since the last Local Traffic Committee meeting are outlined in 
the Table 1. 
 

Table 1 -Regulatory signposting and line marking changes. 

No. Location Issue Proposed Changes 

14/2024  9 Burley Street, 
Lane Cove 

Parking space between ‘No Stopping’ 
sign and driveway to 9 Burley St only 
4.5m – cars parking in this space are 
partially blocking driveway to 9 Burley 
Street 

Re-locate existing ‘No Stopping’ 
4.5m to the south, to be beside the 
driveway to 9 Burley Street – thus 
removing the short parking space. 

15/2024  14 Merinda 
Street, Lane 
Cove North 

Construction and Worker’s vehicles 
parking in cul-de-sac and blocking the 
road. 

Install ‘No Stopping 6am-6pm’ 
signs on both sides of Merinda 
Street around the bend. 

16/2024 26 Murray St, 
Lane Cove 
North 

A ‘No Parking Motor Vehicle 
Excepted’ (NPMVE) sign was 
approved in front of 26 Murray Street 
at TC May 2023 for a trial period of 6-
months. The location of the sign has 
forced a caravan to park further east 
along Murray St which is again 
blocking garbage trucks when cars 
are parked on the other side of the 
road. 

Relocate the NPMVE sign opposite 
the boundary between #26 & #28 
Murray St to allow the caravan to 
park immediately beside their 
driveway. The proposal was tested 
over several weeks with no 
restrictions to the garbage trucks. 
Subject to no objections from #28 

 
Diagrams for each location showing the regulatory signposting and line marking changes 
implemented since the last Local Traffic Committee meeting are provided below. 
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Figure 1: 9 Burley Street at Helen Street 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 2: 14 Merinda Street – No Stopping 6am-6pm 
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Figure 3: ‘No Parking Motor Vehicles Excepted’ sign opposite 26 Murray St Lane Cove North 
 
Conclusion 
 
The implementation of the signposting and line marking improves compliance with road rules and 
thereby improve road safety and motor vehicle access to properties and aid the construction of 
new development by supporting the safe use of the adjacent road space. 
 
Council has allocated funding for the implementation of regulatory signposting and line marking in 
its ‘Roads & Traffic Signs’ and ‘Traffic Facilities – Repair and Maintenance’. 
 
White driveway line marking, and work zone signage are funded through a fee paid by the 
Applicant. 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council:- 
 

• Approves the implementation of regulatory signposting and line marking changes at various 
locations in the Local Government Area as shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3.  

 
  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: 9. River Road, Greenwich - Proposed Shared User Path     

Record No: SU1326 - 57194/24 

Division: Open Space and Infrastructure Division 

Author(s): Hasir Suhaib   
 

Executive Summary 
 
This report discusses the proposed construction of a shared path along River Road, from the New 
Sports and recreational Center (180 River Road, Lane Cove County Club) to Greenwich Public 
School (150 River Road), forming part of a critical missing link between Lane Cove and St 
Leonards. The project is designed to improve pedestrian and cyclist safety, promote sustainable 
transportation, and enhance connectivity in the local area. The shared path will cater to the 
increasing demand for safe, active transport routes while addressing safety concerns in a section 
of River Road with recorded incidents. 
 
Background 

In 2019, Lane Cove Council conducted extensive public consultation on the Draft Bike Plan. The 
consultation period, from 27 June to 9 August 2019, garnered 110 survey responses and 10 written 
submissions. Key findings highlighted the urgent need for safer cycling infrastructure, particularly 
along River Road, where narrow sections and steep terrain present significant challenges to 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

The proposed SUP aligns with Council's active transport strategy, which aims to enhance safety 
and accessibility for both cyclists and pedestrians. This project forms part of a broader initiative to 
improve active transport infrastructure between Lane Cove and St Leonards, providing direct links 
to key destinations such as: 

1. The new Sports and Recreation Centre 

2. Greenwich Public School 

3. St Leonards Plaza 

The targeted section of River Road has been identified as a priority due to: 

• High volume of vehicular traffic 

• Multiple recorded crash incidents involving pedestrians and cyclists 

• Lack of adequate infrastructure for safe non-motorised transport 

Discussion 
 

Project Scope 

The River Road Cycleway project encompasses the following key elements: 

1. Path Construction: A 3m-wide SUP will be constructed on the northern side of River 
Road. This will require widening of the existing road reserve and excavation into the rock 
cut face along River Road. 
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2. Safety Enhancements:  
 

o Widened pathways 

o Improved lighting 

o Enhanced signage 

o Installation of safety barriers where necessary 

 
3. Environmental Considerations: The excavation along the rock face will adhere to strict 

environmental and safety standards. 
 

4. Integration with Existing Infrastructure: While the Stevenson Street traffic signals are 
part of a separate project, the SUP will connect directly to this intersection, facilitating 
access to the newly constructed Sports Centre and local schools. 
 

 
Community Impact and Mitigation 
 
Benefits 

• Significantly enhanced safety for cyclists and pedestrians 

• Improved access to local amenities, schools, and recreational areas 

• Promotion of active and healthy lifestyles 

• Reduced reliance on motor vehicles, contributing to lower carbon emissions. 
 
Challenges and Mitigation Strategies 

Temporary Disruptions:  

• Construction noise and traffic detours are anticipated. 

• Mitigation: Comprehensive traffic management plan and public communication strategy 

Environmental Impact:  

• Excavation of rock face required. 

• Mitigation: Adherence to strict environmental standards and minimisation of impact 

Community Engagement 

Council has actively engaged with local residents, businesses, and schools throughout the 
planning process. Community feedback has been instrumental in shaping both the design and 
planned construction phases. Specific design adjustments have been made in response to safety 
concerns, particularly near the cliff section. 

Conclusion 
 
The proposed SUP on River Road will improve local safety, connectivity, and access to key 
community facilities. It addresses resident concerns and supports Council's vision for enhanced 
active transport infrastructure. 
 
The River Road Cycleway project is a vital component of Council's efforts to enhance active 
transport options and improve safety on River Road. The cycleway will support increased cycling 
and pedestrian activity, reduce vehicle dependency, and improve overall road safety for the 
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community. The proposed works will provide long-term benefits, contributing to a safer and more 
connected local area. 
 
 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council:- 
 

1. Approves the construction of the Shared User Path along River Road, with the required 
excavation works and safety improvements. 

2. Continues community engagement and provides updates during the construction process. 
  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View SUP between driveway of 150 River Rd and entrance of 

the Golf Course 
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Minutes
Traffic Committee Meeting

17 September 2024, 10:00 AM 
All minutes are subject to confirmation at a subsequent 

meeting and may be amended by resolution at that meeting. 



ATTACHMENT 2 Minutes of Traffic Committee - Tuesday, 17 September 2024 for 
Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Page 58 

  

Traffic Committee 17 September 2024 
MINUTES 

2 

PRESENT 

Sri Sritharan - Traffic Coordinator (Acting) - Chairperson 

Simon Frame - Local Member Representative 

Nihal Khurshid - Transport for NSW 

Ryan Edwards - Sergeant (Traffic Supervisor) - North Shore LAC NSW Police 

Sebastian Szewcow - Manager (Assets) – Lane Cove Council 

John Gill - Traffic Engineer - Lane Cove Council 

Hasir Suhaib - Traffic Officer – Lane Cove Council 

Ken Yang - Development Engineer – Lane Cove Council 

Vladimir Kotlyar - Senior Ranger - Lane Cove Council 

Jad El Abed - Ranger – Lane Cove Council 

APOLOGIES 

Andrew McDonald - Road Safety Officer – Lane Cove Council 

Ben Cantor - Supervisor, Bus Network Infrastructure – Busways Sydney 

PUBLIC FORUM 

Bruce Fraser - Head of Petition – resident at Pottery Gardens 

Andrew Jones - Resident at 26 Murray St. Lane Cove North 

The meeting commenced at 10:05 AM 

ITEM 1: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - 16 JULY 2024 

MOTION 

That the minutes of the Traffic Committee meeting held on the 16 July 2024 be confirmed 
and accepted. 

MOTION 

That the minutes of the Traffic Committee meeting held on the 16 July 2024 be confirmed. 
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FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE TRAFFIC COMMITTEE AND DELEGATED APPROVAL BY 
COUNCIL 

ITEM 2: ST MICHAEL'S SCHOOL - RELOCATE EXISTING PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON 
LONGUEVILLE ROAD, NORTH OF ALPHA ROAD, LANE COVE 

Executive Summary 

The proposal aims to relocate the pedestrian crossing on Longueville Road, opposite St 
Michael's School, approximately 44 metres to the north. This adjustment will increase the 
number of ‘No Parking’ spaces in front of the school gate during after-school pick-up times, 
expanding from 19.4 metres (approximately three vehicles) to 56.5 metres (approximately 
nine vehicles). The relocation is designed to ease congestion and reduce waiting times for 
parents picking up their children.  

DISCUSSION 

It was emphasised that the reason for the change was to reduce the waiting time for 
parents picking-up their children after school, in front of the school gate, as nine vehicles at 
once will be able to stop in front of the school, instead of only 3-vehicles as at present. 

Supported 

Figure 2: Signage Plan 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: - 

• Relocate the existing pedestrian crossing in front of St Michaels School to the north
by approximately 44metres subject to public consultation and funding.
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ITEM 3: RIVER ROAD WEST - NO PARKING OPPOSITE WILLIAM EDWARD STREET 

Executive Summary 

The key recommendation is to replace the current 'No Parking 6.30am-9.30am Mon-Fri' 
restriction opposite William Edward Street with a fulltime 'No Parking' zone. This change 
aims to improve traffic flow by allowing through vehicles on River Road West to navigate 
around vehicles waiting to turn right into William Edward Street. 

The proposed modification is a response to increasing traffic congestion throughout the 
day, which has been exacerbated by recent development in the area. This change is 
expected to significantly reduce delays and improve overall traffic efficiency on this crucial 
thoroughfare. 

DISCUSSION 

• Supported as recommended ‘No Parking 6am-6pm’ for seven days.

• Monitor if necessary to change to ‘No Parking’ full-time.

Figure 2: Signage plan 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: - 

Replace the ‘No Parking 6:30am-9:30am M-F’ in front of 5 River Road West with ‘No 
Parking 6am-6pm’, 7-days. 
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ITEM 4: BIRRAHLEE PRE-SCHOOL, LANE COVE - PARKING IN FRONT OF GATE TO 
SCHOOL 

Executive Summary 

The proposal is to install ‘No Parking 8am-10am, 2.30pm-4pm’ in front of the gate from the 
carpark behind Len Wallis into Birrahlee Reserve. This will allow parents with prams easier 
access to the gate from the car park and facilitate their entry to Birrahlee Pre-School during 
drop-off and pick-up times. The change will replace one ‘1/4P 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-
4.30pm’ parking space with the new restrictions – s. 

DISCUSSION 

• Traffic Committee suggested to make it full-time ‘No Stopping’ to assist parents
with prams and for easier for the elderly and for wheelchair access.

• It will be easier to enforce if it is full-time ‘No Stopping’.

Figure 2: Signage Plan at Carpark 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

• Replace one ‘1/4P 8am-9.30am, 2.30pm-4.30pm’ parking space opposite the gate
with full-time ‘No Stopping’ and paint stripes on the closed parking space to
emphasise the ‘No Stopping’.
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ITEM 5: TAMBOURINE BAY RD AND COXS LN, LANE COVE - LIGHT TRAFFIC ONLY 

Executive Summary 
Council is seeking approval from Transport for NSW (TfNSW) to designate Tambourine 
Bay Road and Coxs Lane as a light traffic route between River Road and Epping Road by 
installing ‘No Trucks’ signs (R6-10-2) at key entry points. This proposal aims to address 
ongoing resident complaints regarding noise and speeding trucks using these residential 
streets as a shortcut. 

DISCUSSION 

The TfNSW representation provided the following information for Council to follow if they 
want the Tambourine Bay Road – Coxs Ln corridor declared as a ‘No Truck Route’. 

‘As per yesterday's LTC item on Tambourine Bay Road light traffic route proposal, Lane 
Cove Council is required to submit a TMP for TfNSW's approval.  
Please refer to the following as per the Council Delegation Guideline:  
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

• Submit a TMP to TfNSW as recommended by TfNSW, to implement light traffic 
only in Tambourine Bay Road and Coxs Ln from River Road West to Epping 
Road.
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ITEM 6: LONGUEVILLE ROAD - AUSTIN STREET (SCRAMBLED INTERSECTION), LANE 
COVE 

Executive Summary 
Council has received a petition from residents requesting that Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
convert the traffic signals at the intersection of Longueville Road and Austin Street into a 
‘scrambled intersection’ for pedestrians. This would involve stopping traffic from all 
directions, allowing pedestrians to cross in any direction, including diagonally. 

DISCUSSION 
Presentation by Bruce Fraser (Head of Petition and resident at Pottery Gardens) 

Mr Fraser re-stated the concerns raised in the Petition: 
(Note: RMS mentioned in the petition refers to TfNSW) 

Further comments from Bruce Fraser 12 Sept.’24 
• Further to the above petition and our recent discussion, I confirm that the main problem

times are 3pm-3.30pm Monday to Friday.

• Residents confirm that they have also experienced difficulties at other times, because they
access the crossings to shop on all 7 days.

• The principal problem point is the northern crossing over Longueville Road from east to
west.

• My estimate of green time for pedestrians is 20 seconds; and from observation and
personal experience, that is insufficient for people with mobility limitations.

• The petitioners recommended an extension of 5 seconds. This would ease their anxiety, in
the knowledge that they have sufficient time to complete their crossing safely.

• The limited time allowed to cross is exacerbated by vehicles entering the intersection when
travelling north on Longueville Road, encountering stationary vehicles, thereby blocking the
pedestrian crossing. This forces pedestrians to walk around them, outside the crossing and
into the intersection itself.
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• This unsafe practice could be prevented by the installation of a "scramble intersection"
marking at this site.

• To assist in Council's consideration of the petition, I have attached photos taken between
3pm and 3.30pm on different days this week.

• I hope this is useful for the Traffic Committee and I would appreciate the opportunity to

personally address the Committee when it meets, please.

Comments from TfNSW 16 Sept.’24 

The TfNSW representative submitted the following comments on why the intersection is 
not eligible to be a ‘Scrabbled Crossing’ and that TfNSW will consider increasing the time 
for the pedestrian crossings. 

‘As per the traffic signal design guide, this intersection is not eligible for a scramble 

crossing.   

The green pedestrian signal duration is not based on walking speed but serves as a brief 
period for pedestrians to step off the kerb and begin crossing. Typically, this duration is set 
to 6 seconds, though in this instance it has been extended to 8 seconds due to the 
relatively higher proportion of elderly pedestrians.  

In NSW, there is no flashing green pedestrian signal. The flashing red pedestrian signal is 
designed to give pedestrians enough time to cross the full width of the road. The time 
allocated for the flashing red is calculated using a walking speed that is slower than 
average, ensuring that it accommodates the majority of pedestrians, including those who 
are mobility impaired or children. Pedestrians are expected to begin crossing during the 
green signal and complete their crossing during the flashing red signal'...  

...'As discussed last week, the following enhancements can be considered: 

1. Extending the green pedestrian signal to allow more time for pedestrians to step off
the kerb.

2. Reducing the walking speed used to calculate the flashing red signal, giving
pedestrians more time to complete their crossing.

3. Increasing the delay before vehicles are allowed to start, providing pedestrians with
more time to begin crossing without conflict from turning vehicles.

According to the pedestrian counts, the proportion of elderly and disabled pedestrians is 
only 3%, which is not excessively high.  

There was discussion on the impact the uncontrolled pedestrian crossing opposite The 
Plaza had on these traffic signals'. 

Comments from TfNSW 18 Sept.’24 
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Please note, there are exemptions to this rule as stated below the highlighted section. 
However, the see - through effect will still be an issue if traffic signals were to be installed, 
which could result in a greater number of pedestrian accidents.   

Since the existing mid-block crossing does not meet the criteria for signalisation warrants 
- TfNSW does not recommend traffic counts be done at this location.
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Figure 1: Locality Plan 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

1. Acknowledges the responses from TfNSW that:

o TfNSW will increase the pedestrian phase to 12-seconds, from 8-seconds

o TfNSW does not agree to make the Longueville Rd/Austin Street
intersection a Scrambled Crossing because the warrant for scramble
crossing is that the intersection must have four or more approaching legs –
they are not warranted on a 3-legged intersection.

2. The TfNSW extend green walk time from 8-secs, to 12-secs, and monitor the
progress.

3. The head petitioner be advised.
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ITEM 7: NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATIONS 2024 AT MANNS POINT, GREENWICH 
PENINSULA - TMP AND TCP FOR THE EVENT 

Executive Summary 

To seek approval for the road closures and implementation of the Traffic Management 
Plan (TMP) and associated Traffic Control Plan (TCP) for the 2024 New Year’s Eve 
celebration at the Greenwich Peninsula.  

On the day of the event, full road closures are proposed from 6:00pm on Tuesday, 31 
December 2024 to 1:00am on Wednesday, 01 January 2025 at the following locations. 

• George Street at Manns Ave (east of Manns Ave) ·

• Albert Street; and ·

• Gother Avenue

DISCUSSION 

• The 267 will stop at St Leonards Railway station and not continue down Greenwich
Road after the last 267 bus down Greenwich Rd terminates at Greenwich Wharf, at
6:10pm. It will be the last bus allowed through the 6:00pm road closure on
Greenwich Road.

Supported 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

• Approves the proposed TMP and associated TCP for the 2024 New Year’s Eve 
Road closures in the Greenwich Peninsula, as shown in Appendix A.
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ITEM 8: REGULATORY SIGNPOSTING AND LINEMARKING 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of the report is to seek approval for the implementation regulatory signposting 
and line marking changes at various locations in Lane Cove Council. 

DISCUSSION 

Andrew Jones at 26 Murray St made a presentation in support of the recommendation to 
relocate the ‘No Parking Motor Vehicles Excepted’ sign from the front of his house to the 
boundary between 26 & 28 Murray St. 

Supported with no further discussion. 

Figure 1: 9 Burley Street at Helen Street 

Figure 2: 14 Merinda Street – No Stopping 6am-6pm 
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Figure 3: ‘No Parking Motor Vehicles Excepted’ sign opposite 26 Murray St Lane Cove 
North 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

• Approves the implementation of regulatory signposting and line marking
changes at various locations in the Local Government Area as shown in Figures
1, 2 and 3.

ITEM 9: RIVER ROAD, GREENWICH - PROPOSED SHARED USER PATH 

Executive Summary 

This report discusses the proposed construction of a shared path along River Road, from 
the New Sport and Recreation Centre (180 River Road, Lane Cove Country Club) to 
Greenwich Public School (150 River Road), forming part of a critical missing link between 
Lane Cove and St Leonards. The project is designed to improve pedestrian and cyclist 
safety, promote sustainable transportation, and enhance connectivity in the local area. The 
shared path will cater to the increasing demand for safe, active transport routes while 
addressing safety concerns in a section of River Road with recorded incidents. 

DISCUSSION 

Supported with no discussion 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 
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1. Approves the construction of the Shared User Path along River Road, with the 

required excavation works and safety improvements. 
 
2. Continues community engagement and provides updates during the construction 

process. 
 
 

 
 
ORDERS OF THE DAY  

 
 
CLOSE 
 
The meeting closed at 10:54am 
 
Confirmed at the Lane Cove Traffic Committee Meeting of 17 September 2024, at which meeting 
the signature herein is subscribed. 
 
Next Meeting 10am, Tuesday 19 November 2024. 
 

 
CHAIRPERSON 

 
 

********* END OF MINUTES ********* 
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Subject: Council Nominations for Sydney North Planning Panel     

Record No: SU4720 - 62478/24 

Division: Planning and Sustainability Division 

Author(s): Mark Brisby   
 
 

Executive Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to appoint Council expert panel member representatives to the 
Sydney North Planning Panel. 
 
Background 
 
In 2009 the NSW Government established several Joint Regional Planning Panels (JRPPs) to 
determine development proposals of regional significance.  The title of these Panels has since 
been amended to Sydney Planning Panels.  
 
The Legislation governing the Planning Panels is the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
{EP&A Act} Division 2.4 & Schedule 2 which sets out the constitution, member appointments, 
functions, and general procedures.  
 
Of note the EP&A Act Section 4.5 provides the authority for the Panels to be the consent authority 
for regionally significant development and Section 4.7 sets out the consent functions of the Panel 
that can be exercised by Council. 
 
The principal functions of Planning Panels are to determine regionally significant Development 
Applications and undertake reviews of Planning Proposals. 
 
Council’s regionally significant development applications are considered and determined by the 
Sydney North Planning Panel (SNPP). 
 
The SEPP (Planning System) Schedule 6 defines the regionally significant development that the 
Planning Panel will be the determining authority. Development Applications considered and 
determined by the SNPP include: 

• Development with a Capital Investment Value (CIV) over $30 million; and 

• Development with a CIV over $5 million which is Council related.  

• Development with a CIV over $5 million lodged by or on behalf of the Crown (State of NSW); 

• Development with a CIV over $5 million for private infrastructure and community facilities. 

The membership of the Planning Panels is set out in the EP&A Act Part 4, Schedule 2. The SNPP 
consists of five (5) members made up of the Chair and two (2) expert members appointed by the 
Minister and two (2) expert members appointed by the Council. 
 
The Department of Planning, Housing & Infrastructure {DPHI} require Council to appoint its expert 
members for the next term of the SNPP. 
 
The SNPP Operational Procedures criteria is that panel members should have expertise in at least 
one of the following - planning, architecture, heritage, the environment, urban design, land 
economics, traffic and transport, law, engineering, or tourism. 
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It is proposed to reappoint Council’s existing representatives and add to the expert diversity by 
including a specialist Heritage Architect as a panel member. Ms. Lisa Trueman was appointed to 
the Lane Cove Local Planning Panel and is recommended to also be appointed to the SNPP.  
 
The recommended experts CVs have been distributed to the Councillors under separate cover. All 
meet the required criteria for appointment. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes the report and appoints the following members to the SNPP:- 

• Mr Eugene Sarich 

• Ms Vivienne Albin 

• Mr Michael Mason 

• Ms Lisa Trueman 

 

2.  Advise the Sydney North Planning Panel Secretariat accordingly. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark Brisby 
Director - Planning and Sustainability 
Planning and Sustainability Division  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
  



 

Ordinary Council Meeting 24 October 2024 
LANE COVE CENOTAPH RELOCATION 

 
 

Agenda Page 75 

Subject: Lane Cove Cenotaph Relocation     

Record No: SU26 - 61840/24 

Division: Community and Culture Division 

Author(s): Diana Marder   
 
 

Executive Summary 
 
At the April 2024 meeting, Council received a notice of motion in relation to the relocation of the 
Lane Cove Cenotaph. 
 
This report provides options for Council to consider relocation and information on consultation, 
potential costs, and next steps. 
 
Background 
 
The Lane Cove Cenotaph is a rectangular altar made of dark grey granite. On its front face it is 
engraved with a gold wreath which is inscribed with the words “Lest we forget”.  It is located on the 
corner of Longueville Road and Austin Street next to the Lane Cove Library.  Adjoining the 
Cenotaph is also a small memorial that is associated with the site. 
 
In the past, commemorative services were held on the footpath in front of the Cenotaph. Due to 
increasing popularity of the services, ANZAC Day services following the Centenary 
Commemorations, were initially moved to the Lane Cove Plaza and then to The Canopy. 
Remembrance Day, however, remains in the Plaza as it does not attract the same number of 
attendees. To accommodate wreath laying, a temporary Cenotaph is erected in the Plaza or at the 
foot of The Canopy stage. The wreaths and tributes are subsequently relocated to the Cenotaph in 
its current location by young participants representing local schools and service Groups. 
 
At the April 2024 meeting, Council received a motion in relation to the possible relocation of the 
Lane Cove Cenotaph and it was resolved that Council: 
 

“1.   Work with Lane Cove RSL Sub Branch to identify other possible locations for the 
Cenotaph, including the garden bed to the left of The Canopy’s stage, which is more 
prominent than the current location.  

2.   that a report be prepared for Council with locations, costs and procedures required to move 
the Cenotaph; and 

3.  commence work on this resolution when resource capacity permits.” 
 
Discussion 
 
In response to this resolution, Council officers have identified three potential locations for the 
Cenotaph and have created photo montages for two of the newly proposed options. 
 
These possibilities are discussed overleaf, and the opportunities and constraints of each location 
are identified. 
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1. Current Location 
 
 

 
 
Opportunities 
 

• No cost for relocation  

• Located on a flat surface with space at the base for laying wreaths. 

• In a location with sufficient space to accommodate the plinths and guard rails 

• No damage from potential relocation of the structure.  The original construction is unknown 
and there is a serious risk of damage. 

• Space for the adjacent smaller memorial to be accommodated. 

• Retains the plinth which adds to the presence of the memorial. 
 
Constraints 
 

• Limited area for gathering especially for the ANZAC Day services. 

• Not clearly visible within the space 

• At a location that does not have the high pedestrian activity that occurs in Lane Cove Plaza 
and The Canopy areas 

 
 

2. The Canopy 
 

 
 

Photo montage - in existing garden bed adjacent to stage 

 



 

Ordinary Council Meeting 24 October 2024 
LANE COVE CENOTAPH RELOCATION 

 
 

Agenda Page 77 

Opportunities 

 

• More open space for gathering. 

• Closely connected to The Canopy commemorative nd other civic activities with medium 
pedestrian activity 

• Removes the requirement to relocate the wreaths at the end of ANZAC Day 
Commemoration 

 
Constraints 
 

• Obstructed views from stage/flag poles 

• Potentially restrict other entertainment uses as the memorial is close to the performance 
area and stage. 

• Positioned in a corner next to a dominant feature (stage), which will reduce its visual 
significance. 

• Located where children play and risks damage. 

• Gather space is not full accessible. 

• Part of the gathering space is not useable being a steep grassy slope. 

• Difficulties in placing the smaller memorial on this site. 

• No sufficient space to accommodate the plinths and guard rails. 

• High risk of damage to the Cenotaph from relocation.  The original construction is unknown 
and there is a risk of damage. 

 
3. Lane Cove Plaza 
 

 
 

Photo montage – in garden bed on eastern side of Lane Cove Plaza 

 
Opportunities 
 

• Connection to Lane Cove Plaza  

• A more clearly visual area with high pedestrian activity 
  
Constraints 
 

• Less gathering space than The Canopy and still requires the wreaths to be transported at 
the end of the commemoration.  

• May conflict with other uses nearby, such as outdoor dining, seating, a bubbler, existing 
signage, and bike racks. 
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• No sufficient space to accommodate the plinths and guard rails. 

• Difficulties in placing the smaller memorial on this site. 

• High risk of damage to the Cenotaph from relocation.  The original construction is unknown 
and there is a risk of damage. 

• Extensive services in the garden bed which may cause and issues and additional costs in 
the relocation program.  
 

 
As can be seen from the above there are several concerns and constraints with the proposed 
relocation of this Cenotaph.  The main concern would be the high risk of damage to the Cenotaph 
as the exact form of original construction is unknown.  It is also considered that relocating the 
monument would reduce the presence of the memorial as the plinth would be removed due to 
locational size constraints and that the surrounding structures and existing features of The Canopy 
and the Lane Cove Plaza would overwhelm the area. 
 
Community Consultation 
 
Council officers have forwarded these three options to the Lane Cove RSL Subbranch for their 
comment. They have advised that their preferred option is The Canopy, Option 2 above. 
 
It should also be noted that some liaison has been also conducted with the NSW Office for 
Veterans Affairs on this relocation. In summary they advise that the relocation of war memorials is 
a strategy of last resort and not generally advisable. They advise several steps if Council decides 
to proceed including, consulting with Council’s Heritage Officer, consulting with relevant 
stakeholders and engaging qualified and experienced consultants and contractors. 
 
Costs 
 
Quotes were requested from three specialised contractors to identify costs to carry out any 
relocation work.   
 
The project quotes received generally include relocating the Cenotaph, cutting, and lifting, 
engineering advice, project management, documentation, labour, and some restoration if required.   
 
However, it is difficult to obtain a fixed quote at this stage. The quotes that have been received are 
unable to provide exact costings due to the unknowns of the project.  Examples of unknowns 
include any patching or restoration required to the memorial from the move, any further 
conservation works, research into the history of the Cenotaph, investigative works to confirm the 
construction of the Cenotaph which impacts on the works required, finalisation of the location, the 
provision of a new footing and any damage that may arise from the relocation. 
 
It should also be noted that there may be additional costs prior to the relocation depending on any 
approval processes required.  There may also be additional works required by Council such as 
restoration of the area where the existing Cenotaph is located and any new associated 
landscaping works. 
 
In consideration of the above, it is likely that the cost to Council for the relocation will be 
approximately $40,000. 
There are opportunities to apply for grant funding for this work and Council has proceeded to 
investigate and apply for a related Australian Government grant for the maximum amount of 
$10,000.  This application is recent and can be withdrawn at any time depending on Council’s 
decision in this matter.  
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Procedures and next steps 
 
If Council was to proceed to resolve to relocate the Cenotaph from its current location, there would 
be a process required which would include the following actions: 
 

• Liaise further with Lane Cove RSL Sub-branch. 

• Proceed with any planning requirements.  The Cenotaph is a local heritage item under the 
Lane Cove Local Environmental Plan.  Any relocation must be considered under this 
legislation.  The relocation may require a DA or may be able to be carried out under Clause 
5.10(3)(a).  Advice would need to be sought from Council’s Heritage adviser. 

• Quotes would need to be finalised with an appropriate contractor and a contractor engaged 
for the work. 

• Further funding through appropriate grant applications to be pursued. 

• Additional restoration works carried out including landscaping and restoration of existing 
location. 

• Notification to NSW War Memorials Register of change of location following on from the 
finalising of the relocation. 

• Identify funding for the project as there is no allocation in the 2024/25 Budget. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Three options for the future location of the Lane Cove Cenotaph are provided. Council is to 
consider these options in light of the opportunities and constraints of each option and the 
consultation process, costs and procedures and next steps identified in the report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the options detailed in the report about Lane Cove Cenotaph 
relocation; and 

2. Make a decision on the preferred option for the location of the Lane Cove Cenotaph. 

 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Kelly 
Director - Community and Culture 
Community and Culture Division  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
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Subject: General Purpose Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2024     

Record No: SU9789 - 57411/24 

Division: Corporate and Strategy Division 

Author(s): Don Johnston   
 

 

Executive Summary 
  
Following completion of the annual external audit, Council’s annual General Purpose Financial 
Statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 (financial statements) are presented to Council for 
adoption and subsequent lodgement with the Office of Local Government by 31 October 2024. It is 
recommended that Council adopt the financial statements and invite the Audit Office of NSW to 
attend the next Council meeting in November 2024 to present the Auditor’s Reports. 
 
Background 
 
The audit of the financial statements has been completed by Council’s Auditors, the Audit Office of 
NSW, noting that the Audit Office now audits Council’s financial statements directly rather than 
through a delegated contractor. Last financial year Council’s audit was undertaken by Grant 
Thornton Australia. 
 
The 2024 draft financial statements were presented to the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
on 1 October 2024. The Committee endorsed the financial statements without modification. An 
audit clearance meeting was held between the external auditors and Council senior staff on 4 
October 2024. No major issues were identified during the course of the audit or at the clearance 
meeting. 
 
The Auditor’s Reports will be finalised and issued following Council’s adoption of the financial 
statements and the signing of the ‘Statement by Councillors and Management’. They will be 
lodged, together with the audited financial statements, with the Office of Local Government by the 
due date of 31 October 2024. 
 
It should be noted that Section 418 of the Local Government Act 1993, requires that as soon as 
practicable after a council receives a copy of the Auditor’s Reports: 
 

a. It must fix a date for the meeting at which it proposes to present its audited financial 
reports, together with the auditor’s reports, to the public; and 

 
b. It must give public notice of the date so fixed. 

 
Notice will be given via Council’s website of the intention to present the financial statements for the 
year ended 30 June 2024, together with the Auditor’s Reports, at the 21 November 2024 Council 
meeting and invite members of the public to make written submissions, should they wish to do so. 
 
Representatives from the Audit Office of NSW will attend the 21 November 2024 meeting to 
present the Auditor’s Reports and respond to any questions Councillors may have. 
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Discussion 
 
Financial Result 
 
Council’s overall financial result for the year was an operating surplus of $4.46 million before 
capital grants and contributions and $28.88 million including capital grants and contributions. 
Council’s net assets exceed $1.134 billion. The financial result is particularly pleasing given the 
inflationary pressures that have been brought to bear on Council’s finances over recent financial 
years and one-off increases in operational expenses during the period, including: 
 

• $2.7M expenditure on State Government assets during construction of Wadanggari Park 
expensed  

• $2.4M book value of assets disposed arising from the commencement of construction of 
Council’s sports and recreation facility 

• $1.4M provision for Little Street remediation 
 
Council has once again performed well against all key performance measure benchmarks. Council 
recorded an ‘operating performance ratio’ of 3.43% (the benchmark is greater than 0%) meaning it 
is generating sufficient revenue to cover its operational expenses, including depreciation. 
 
Council also exceeded all other performance measure benchmarks. 
 
Audit Findings 
 
Council is anticipating being issued with an unqualified audit opinion on its financial statements.  
The audit team have assessed and evaluated a range of key issues and audit risks as part of their 
audit scope including: 
 

• Revaluation of assets; 

• Assessment of the fair value of assets; 

• Capital expenditure; 

• Information Technology general controls; and 

• Cyber security 
 
No significant matters have arisen from those assessments and evaluations. 
 
A copy of the annual General Purpose Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 is 
attached at AT-1. 
 
Statement by Councillors and Management 

In accordance with Section 413(2)(c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, Council is required to 
include with the financial statements a ‘Statement by Councillors and Management’ signed under 
resolution of Council by the Mayor, one other Councillor (generally, the Deputy Mayor), the 
General Manager and the Responsible Accounting Officer (Chief Financial Officer). The adoption 
of the financial statements and signing of the Statement will enable the issue of the Auditor’s 
Reports and allow Council to include them in its financial statements and submit them to the OLG 
by 31 October 2024. 

This statement is presented on Page 4 of the General Purpose Financial Statements and is 
separately attached as AT-2. 
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Conclusion 
 
Council’s financial position and performance for the period ending 30 June 2024 is strong. There 
are no major audit findings which in turn indicates Council’s internal controls, systems and 
processes are robust and working in an effective manner. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council:- 
 

1. Adopt the General Purpose Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 (AT-1);  
 

2. In accordance with Section 413(2)(c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, authorise the 
Mayor, one other Councillor, the General Manager and the Responsible Accounting Officer 
to sign the ‘Statement by Councillors and Management’ (AT-2) for the General Purpose 
Financial Statements and lodge them, together with the Auditor’s Reports, with the Office of 
Local Government by 31 October 2024; 
 

3. Note that the General Purpose Financial Statements will be placed on Council’s website for 
public comment; and 
 

4. Invite the Audit Office of NSW to attend the Council meeting of 21 November 2024 to 
present the Auditor’s Reports. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Steven Kludass 
Director - Corporate and Strategy 
Corporate and Strategy Division  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Draft Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 

2024 
 Available 

Electronically 
AT-2 View Draft Statement by Councillors and Management - 

Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 
 Available 

Electronically 
  
  

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=63427/24
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=58925/24
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Subject: Pecuniary Interest Returns 2024     

Record No: SU2095 - 38514/24 

Division: Lane Cove Council 

Author(s): Stephen Golding   
 

 

Executive Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to table the Pecuniary Interest Returns of Designated Staff and 
Councillors as required by the Local Government Act 1993.  This report recommends that Council 
notes the tabling of these returns. 
 
Background 
 
The disclosure of interest returns, written declarations and the disclosure of pecuniary interests at 
Council and Council committee meetings, supports community confidence in local government and 
ensures staff act honestly and responsibly, when carrying out Council functions.  
 
Section 440AAB of the Local Government Act 1993 (“LG Act”) requires: 
 

1. The General Manager must keep a register of returns disclosing interests that are required 
to be lodged with the General Manager under a code of conduct, and 

2. Returns required to be lodged with the General Manager must be tabled at a meeting of the 
Council, being the first meeting held after the last day specified by the code for lodgment, or 
if the code does not specify a day, as soon as practicable after the return is lodged. 

 
The Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW requires that all Councillors must lodge a 
written return of interests with the General Manager within three months of the 30 June of each 
year (4.21). 
 
Discussion  
 
Council’s Code of Conduct replicates the Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW and 
supports the Local Government Act, that requires that Councillors and designated persons to 
complete and lodge with the General Manager, a return disclosing his or her pecuniary interests 
within three (3) months of:-  

• Becoming a Councillor or designated person;  

• 30 June of each year; and  

• Becoming aware of a new interest that must be disclosed in the return. 

A designated person refers to:- 

• The General Manager and senior staff; 

• A staff member who holds a position as a designated person because it involves the 
exercise of a function that could give rise to a conflict of interest; and, 

• Members of Committees where the Committee is exercising a function that could give rise 
to a conflict of interest. 

 
Councillors and designated staff were informed in early July of their obligation to submit a 
completed return by the 30 September 2024 deadline, with regular follow-up reminders sent from 
July through September. However, one Councillor did not lodge a return by 30 September 2024. 
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Conclusion  
 
Pecuniary Interest Returns for designated staff and Councillors in office as of 30 June 2024, 
covering the return period from 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024, have been received. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note the report and tabling of Pecuniary Interest Returns of Designated Staff and 
Councillors for the return period 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Steven Kludass 
Director - Corporate and Strategy 
Corporate and Strategy Division  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no supporting documents for this report.  
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Subject: Councillor representation on Council Advisory Committees and External 
Organisations for 2024-25     

Record No: SU827 - 49696/24 

Division: Corporate and Strategy Division 

Author(s): Lorie Parkinson   
 
 

Executive Summary 
 
Council operates various targeted advisory committees which enable Councillor and community 
engagement on specific topics on a regular basis. Council also participates in committees 
facilitated by other organisations that provide forums for Council representatives, local 
organisations and government agencies, and community members to discuss broader local and 
regional issues. There are also internal Council committees with Councillor participation. 
 

The purpose of this report is to  

• determine Councillor representation on these advisory committees, internal and external 
committees for the period up to September 2026. 

• consider the creation of a new Council advisory committee to address access, inclusion, 
under-representation and disadvantage, throughout the breadth of the Lane Cove 
population  

• consider changes to the Dog Advisory Committee membership and expand focus 

• confirm changes to the Youth Advisory Group and removal of the need for Council 
endorsement of individual membership  

• confirm the next step is to call for expressions of interest (EOI) for community members for 
the various Council advisory committees.  

 
Discussion 
 
Advisory committees, internal committees, and external committees provide structured 
opportunities for Councillors, Council officers, members of the community and other stakeholders 
to come together regularly to discuss and address matters relevant to the objective and functions 
of each committee. Council’s advisory committees are consultation committees and do not have 
decision making powers.  
 
Each of these committees are listed below, with a summary of their purpose, representation, and 
meeting frequency throughout the four year Council term. By resolution of Council, Councillors are 
members of these committees for two years, through until September 2026, which also reflects the 
Mayoral term.  It should be noted that while specific Councillors will be full members of each 
advisory committee, all Councillors are able to attend advisory committees as observers. 
 
As previous committees formally dissolved at the end of the last Council term; there is now an 
opportunity to consider which committees to include for the current four year term. 
 
Staff have identified the opportunity to make some improvements to two of our advisory 
committees to help improve their intent and effectiveness in aligning with our strategic needs.  
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After reviewing the Youth Advisory Group structure and feedback from young people, it is being 
proposed that the membership term change to an annual cycle while also removing the 
requirement for Council endorsement of members. 
 
It is also being proposed to establish a new Council advisory committee to broaden the scope of 
the former Age-Friendly and Access and Inclusion Advisory Committees. 
 
With the introduction of new Wildlife Protection Zones and the challenge of protecting native 
wildlife from cats, Councillors may wish to consider expanding the focus of the previous Dog 
Advisory Committee. 
 
These suggestions are discussed in more detail in the detail provided for each committee below. 
 
Council’s Advisory Committees  
 
Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 

Council is committed to making cycling safer, easier and more attractive in the local 
government area, for the purposes of recreation, exercise and sustainable transport.   

 
The Bicycle Advisory Committee provides advice, feedback and recommendations on 
bicycle paths and facilities, including integration of bicycle planning, and provides input into 
the development of Council’s strategic Bicycle Plan. 
 
The Committee includes up to seven community representatives with cycling interests; 
three representatives from local bicycle-related businesses; one Councillor; and appropriate 
Council staff as determined by the General Manager. This Committee meets quarterly, 
generally the second Tuesday in February, May, August and November, at 6.00pm in the 
Civic Centre (unless another suitable time is agreed by members).  
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and one alternate Councillor 

 
Bushland Management Advisory Committee (BMAC) 
 

The BMAC demonstrates Council’s commitment to the urban bushland as an important 
environmental and community resource and working in partnership with the community for 
the protection and conservation of local bushland for the long-term benefit of the 
community. The committee provides advice regarding bushland management strategies 
and priorities within the Lane Cove area and the implementation of Council’s Plan of 
Management for Bushland in Lane Cove.   
 
The Committee meets every 6 weeks on a Wednesday evening at the Civic Centre. The 
Committee includes: four Community Representatives; one Wildlife representative; three 
members of the Lane Cove Bushland and Conservation Society; one member of an active 
Bushcare Group; two Councillors; and Council staff as appointed by the General Manager. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: Two Councillors and one alternate Councillor.  
 

Community Dog Advisory Committee 
 

This Committee was established to demonstrate Council’s commitment to working 
collaboratively with stakeholders to ensure that the services, facilities and provisions for 
dogs and their owners are the best they can be and that they are managed for the long-
term benefit for all members of the community. The committee provides advice on the 
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development and implementation of Council’s Dog Strategy, including education and 
events.  
 
The Community Dog Advisory Committee includes: three dog owners from within the Lane 
Cove LGA (one from each Council ward); a dog services industry business owner or trainer 
(such as dog walking or training) that operates in the Lane Cove area; a veterinary 
professional whose practice is in Lane Cove; one non-dog owner; two Councillors; and 
Council staff as appointed by the General Manager.   
 
Since the committee already includes membership from pet owners and professionals who 
may be familiar with domestic cats, Council may wish to include expanding the committee’s 
membership to include two cat owners (one of which may already fulfil one of the other 
membership criteria). The committee could consider the committee change its name to 
Companion Animal Advisory Committee so as to capture the opportunity to discuss matters 
such as the Wildlife Protection Zones which seek to minimise the impact of cats on our 
local wildlife. 
 
The current Committee meets quarterly, generally the second Tuesday in February, May, 
August and November, in the Depot training room, at 6.00pm (unless another suitable time 
is agreed by members). 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: Two Councillors and two alternate Councillors. 
 

Lane Cove Festival Committee 
 

The Committee advises and assists Council on the formulation, planning, development, 
promotion, and implementation of the program of events that are part of the annual Lane 
Cove Festival.   
 
The Committee includes up to 12 community representatives; up to three Councillors: and 
appropriate Council staff as determined by the General Manager.  Other persons may be 
invited to participate in the committee (or sub-committees) where specialised skills or 
knowledge are required.  The Committee meets monthly on the third Thursday from 
February to October in the Civic Centre at 6.00pm (unless another suitable time is agreed 
by members). 

 
Proposed Councillor Representation: Up to three Councillors. 
 

Public Art Advisory Committee 
 
The Committee provides advice, critique, and comment on the ongoing development, 
guidance, and implementation of the Council’s Public Art Policy in relation to public art 
projects valued above $10,000. 
 
The Committee is made up of up to seven community representatives, one Councillor and 
appropriate Council staff as determined by the General Manager.  The committee meets as 
required.  
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and one alternate Councillor. 

 
Sporting Club Advisory Committee 
 

Council aims to ensure the sporting services and facilities in the local area are the best they 
can be, and that they are managed for the long-term benefit of all members of the 
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community. This committee has an important role in advising Council on the management 
and provisioning of sports and recreation facilities, on behalf of the many sports 
participants, families, and sports associations in Lane Cove.  The Committee provides a 
medium for collaboration between stakeholders, and engagement and feedback on the 
implementation and review of Council plans, strategies and priorities. 
 
The Sporting Club Advisory Committee includes a representative from each sporting club 
using Council’s sporting facilities (such as AFL, Netball, Cricket, Rugby League, Rugby 
Union and Football); one Councillor; and Council staff as appointed by the General 
Manager. Local school representatives could also be invited to attend relevant meetings. 
 
The Committee meets at least quarterly, on a Wednesday night at the Lane Cove Council 
Depot meeting room at 6.00pm (unless another suitable time is agreed by members). 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: one Councillor and one alternate Councillor. 

 
Sustainability Advisory Committee (SAC) 
 

The SAC assists Council to develop, prioritise, and implement strategies and initiatives to 
achieve sustainable outcomes, as outlined in the Sustainability Action Plan. It also advises 
on projects to be funded by Council’s sustainability levy, providing recommendations to 
ensure alignment with sustainability goals and reviewing evaluation outcomes. 
 
The Committee meets approximately every two months on either a Tuesday or Wednesday 
evening, at 6.00pm in the Civic Centre (unless another suitable time is agreed by 
members). This includes a longer annual meeting in February, where the Committee 
reviews the sustainability levy applications.   
 
The SAC includes up to six Lane Cove residents (ideally including a youth representative); 
two representatives from local businesses with a focus on sustainable business practices 
and principles; one representative from the Bushland Management Advisory Committee; 
three Councillors; and appropriate members of staff as determined by the General 
Manager. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: Three Councillors. 

 
Youth Advisory Group (YAG) 
 

After reviewing the YAG structure and feedback from young people, significant changes are 
being proposed to improve youth engagement and support. These include shifting the 
membership term from being aligned with the Council term to an annual cycle, recognising 
the fast-changing circumstances of young people and the potential for members to "age 
out" of the group. Additionally, removing the requirement for Council endorsement of 
members would make the process more accessible and responsive to young volunteers.  
 
To ensure Councillors remain aware of the YAG’s activities and programs, all minutes will 
be made available on Council's website, and updates will be provided through Council’s 
Snapshot reports. Councillors will also be invited to events and programs run by the Group 
fostering stronger connections and engagement.  
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and one alternate Councillor. 
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New advisory committee (name to be determined)   
 

A new committee is proposed to broaden the scope of the former Age-Friendly and Access 
and Inclusion Advisory Committees.  During the last Council term, it was identified that 
while these two committees provided valuable contributions to council programs such as 
the Strategy for an Age-Friendly Lane Cove and the Disability Inclusion Action Plan, a 
number of members were in both committees and maintaining full membership throughout 
the term was challenging. The committee would consider access, inclusion, under-
representation and disadvantage throughout the breadth of the Lane Cove population, staff 
recommend establishing a new committee. 
 
The new committee will continue to produce these valuable projects, while being better able 
to serve the entire community and breadth of challenges, key groups in our community 
face.  In addition to the particular needs of seniors and people living with a disability, the 
new committee will address under-represented people such as new migrants, people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, and members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community and people who experience social exclusion due to challenges including 
poverty, unemployment, family violence, isolation or care giving etc. 
 
This single committee will ensure a more holistic approach to policy making and program 
development, addressing shared issues such as access to services, loneliness and 
discrimination, in a unified and efficient manner. Council is developing a new strategy for 
social inclusion, and the committee will play a key role in providing guidance and supporting 
the implementation of these programs to ensure their success.  It is proposed that the 
name of this committee will be determined following input from the many varied 
stakeholders and committee members. 
 
This committee includes up to nine community members with lived experience; up to three 
representatives from not-for-profit organisations that provide relevant services in the Lane 
Cove local government area; one Councillor; and appropriate Council staff as determined 
by the General Manager.   

Committee meetings take place every two months, in the Civic Centre on the first 
Wednesday or Thursday of the month at 6.00pm (unless another suitable time is agreed by 
members). 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and one alternate Councillor. 
 

 
Internal Council Committees  
  
Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
 

This Committee provides independent assurance and assistance to Council on risk 
management, governance, and external accountability responsibilities. This Committee also 
provides relevant advice with a view to ensuring that there is an adequate and effective 
system of internal control throughout Council and to assist in the operation and 
implementation of Internal and External Audit Plans. 
 
There are three independent external persons on the Committee who are voting members.  
Non-voting members are the General Manager, the Head of Internal Audit, one Councillor 
and other staff as requested by the General Manager.  The Committee meets quarterly at 
Council, on a Tuesday at 2.00pm 
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Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and one alternate Councillor. 
 
Council Selection Committee 
 

This Committee considers nominations and provides recommendations to the General 
Manager for Council's Citizenship Awards, community appointments to Council’s Advisory 
Committees, and other awards as they arise.  
 
Selection Committee meetings are held as required. All Councillors and the General 
Manager are members of the Committee. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: All Councillors and the General Manager. 

 
Carisbrook Committee 

 
Carisbrook Historic House is the oldest surviving house in its area and was purchased by 
Council in 1969.  Council manages the house and gardens and the Lane Cove Historical 
Society manage the furnishings, events and displays. The Committee includes Councillors, 
Council staff and members of the Historical Society. 
 
The Committee meets every six weeks on Wednesdays at 9.30am in the Civic Centre. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and an alternate Councillor.  

 
Lane Cove Literary Awards Committee  

 
This Committee was established to organise the Lane Cove Literary Awards competition, a 
prestigious national writing competition open to Australian writers over 16 years of age. The 
competition normally opens in May and closes in August, with the awards ceremony in 
November.  
 
The Committee consists of Councillors, the General Manager (or his representative) and 
appropriate staff as determined by the General Manager. The Committee meets as 
required ie. Typically February, May and August during an Award year such as 2025, and 
less regularly during a publication year such as 2026. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: Two Councillors. 
 

Traffic Committee  
 

This technical committee reviews matters regarding traffic control devices and facilities as 
proposed by Council officers and makes recommendation to Council on these matters. 
 
The committee is made up of representatives from Transport for NSW, NSW Police, 
Council staff, a Councillor, and a person on behalf of the Lane Cove MP for NSW. 
 
The Traffic Committee meets the third Tuesday in March, May, July, September and 
November, in the Council Chambers at 10.00am. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and an alternate Councillor. 
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Councillor appointments to External Committees 
 
Centrehouse Inc Management Committee 
 

Centrehouse Inc manages Gallery Lane Cove + Creative Studios, a not-for-profit 
community arts and learning centre.  Centrehouse has been operating in Lane Cove for 
over 45 years. 
 
The management committee meets every six weeks (in person or remotely if required), and 
in 2024 this occurred on Wednesday afternoons. The annual schedule will be determined 
by the committee members at the AGM, which is on Saturday 23 November 2024 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and an alternate Councillor. 

 
Lane Cove Retirement Units Association Ltd Board 
 

Council purchased this land for the development of units in 1966 and transferred ownership 
to the Association in 1994, including responsibility for the management of the land, 
buildings and services.  Pottery Gardens provides low cost, self-care accommodation for 
residents aged 55 plus and not in full time employment. Pottery Gardens is subject to the 
NSW Retirement Villages Act.es 
 
The Association is a self-funded entity, limited by Guarantee, and not affiliated with any 
other organisation.  The Association is managed by a twelve-member board, including two 
Councillors. The Board meets six times a year on the third Tuesday of October, December, 
February, April, June and August, at 6.00pm at Pottery Gardens. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: Two Councillors and an alternate Councillor. 

 
Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (NSROC) 
 

NSROC is comprised of eight councils from the northern Sydney area – Lane Cove, Ryde, 
Hunters Hill, Hornsby, Willoughby, Ku-ring-gai, North Sydney and Mosman.  This is a 
voluntary group who have joined together to collaborate on projects and shared regional 
priorities including policy, research, advocacy, professional development of staff, shared 
service delivery and joint procurement.  
 
The Board of NSROC includes the Mayor and a Councillor from each member council, and 
it meets quarterly on Thursday evenings.  The Mayor’s alternate must be the person acting 
as Mayor at the time, which is generally the Deputy Mayor. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation:  The Mayor and one Councillor, and two alternate 
Councillors. 

 
NSW Public Libraries Association 
 

The NSW Public Libraries Association (NSWPLA) is the peak body for public libraries in 
NSW providing advocacy, and facilitating partnerships, cooperation, and collaboration. 
 
NSWPLA includes Councillors in its executive committee, and this representation provides 
NSWPLA with a broader political focus, including a strong relationship with Local 
Government NSW.  
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Meetings are held in February, May and July, and a statewide Annual Conference in 
November. Meetings occur throughout the state and are accessible in person and remotely. 
The Annual Conference includes the Annual General Meeting.  The Association next meets 
in Coffs Harbour on 15 November 2024. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and an alternate Councillor. 

 
Shorelink Committee 
  

The Shorelink Library Network was established in 1983, via a Deed of Agreement. The 
current participating councils are Lane Cove, North Sydney and Mosman.  This cooperative 
model enables the Shorelink libraries to share expertise and services, realise cost savings, 
and deliver superior customer experiences. 
 
Shorelink is managed by a joint committee of Councillors and Library Managers and 
operates under Section 355 of the Local Government Act, 1993.  The Committee meets 
twice a year, generally March and November, in the evening.  The next meeting is 6 
November 2024 at Mosman. 
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and an alternate Councillor. 

 
Hunters Hill, Lane Cove, Parramatta, Ryde Bushfire Management Committee 
 

This Committee was established to meet the requirements of the Rural Fires Act 1997 to 
minimise the impact of bushfires on the community. It is formed of people with technical 
expertise, experience and local knowledge who work collaboratively to prepare a works 
program, including identifying and making recommendations regarding hazard reduction 
works and education. 
 
Representatives are from, but not limited to, the four Councils, National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, NSW Police Service, Transport for NSW, Fire & Rescue NSW, and Rural Fire 
Service. The Committee meets quarterly with Councils and Fire & Rescue NSW hosting 
meetings.  
 
Proposed Councillor Representation: One Councillor and an alternate Councillor. 
 
 

Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Community Representatives on Advisory Committees 
 
A call for EOIs for community representatives to participate on the following Council Advisory 
Committees will occur in November 2024.  
 

• Bicycle Advisory Committee 

• Bushland Advisory Committee 

• Community Dog Advisory Committee 

• Lane Cove Festival Advisory Committee 

• Lane Cove Public Art Advisory Committee 

• Sporting Club Advisory committee 

• Sustainability Advisory Committee 

• Youth Advisory Group  

• New Advisory Committee (subject to Council endorsement) related to social inclusion 
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Following the EOI process, Council’s Selection Committee will provide recommendations on 
community representative appointments to the next Council meeting.   
 
Advisory Committee Charters 
 
To assist understanding of the role and functioning of each Advisory Committee, a template has 
been prepared to provide consistent Charters for each committee.  This template is attached for 
information (AT-1). Upon adoption of the new template, staff will transition all existing charters to 
the new template format and they will be made available for the community to provide feedback on 
the draft during the recruitment of community members. The feedback and charters will then be 
submitted for readoption by Council at the same time as the community members are selected. It is 
expected that the earliest new Committees will be able to convene is from March 2025. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

That Council:- 
 
1. determine Councillor representation on these advisory committees, internal committees, 

and external committees for the period up to September 2026; 

2. endorse the creation of the new advisory committee to address social inclusion;  

3. confirm whether to proceed with a Dog advisory committee or Companion Animals 
advisory committee; 

4. adopt the template charter to be applied to all Council advisory committees; and 

5. call for expressions of interest for community members for the various advisory 
committees.  

 
 
 
 
 

Steven Kludass 
Director - Corporate and Strategy 
Corporate and Strategy Division  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Advisory Committee Charter template  Available 

Electronically 
  
  

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=59781/24
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Subject: Council Snapshot August and September 2024     

Record No: SU220 - 63344/24 

Division: General Managers Unit 

Author(s): Corinne Hitchenson   
 
 

Attached for the information of Councillors is a review of Council’s recent activities. 

As there was no Council meeting held in September 2024, this Snapshot report provides a 
summary of the operations of each Division within Council for August and September 2024 at  
AT-1. 

Included at AT-2 is Council’s Resolution Tracker showing the progress of Council’s resolutions. 

Conclusion 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the report 

 
 
 
 
 

Craig Wrightson 
General Manager 
General Managers Unit  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
AT-1 View Council Snapshot Report August September 2024 55 

Pages 
Available 
Electronically 

AT-2 View Resolution Tracker for 24 October 2024 Council 
Meeting 

17 
Pages 

Available 
Electronically 

 

https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=66110/24
https://ecouncil.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/trim/GenDocLink.asp?RecId=65944/24

	Contents
	Notices of Motion
	Notice of Motion - Lane Cove North Neighbourhood Shops
	Recommendation

	Notice of Motion - Progression of Expanded Newlands Park Masterplan, including elements such as a Water Play Park
	Recommendation

	Notice of Motion - Affordable Council Run Childcare
	Recommendation

	Notice of Motion - Blackman Park Master Plan
	Recommendation

	Notice of Motion - Recognition of Lane Cove Swim Club
	Recommendation


	Officer Reports for Determination
	Proposed Sale of Drainage Reserve - Morrice Street and Tambourine Bay Road - Final Report
	Recommendation

	Office of Local Government NSW - Councillor Conduct and Meeting Practices Discussion Paper
	Recommendation

	Traffic Committee - September 2024
	Recommendation
	Agenda of Traffic Committee - Tuesday, 17 September 2024
	Minutes of Traffic Committee - Tuesday, 17 September 2024 for Council Meeting

	Council Nominations for Sydney North Planning Panel
	Recommendation

	Lane Cove Cenotaph Relocation
	Recommendation

	General Purpose Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2024
	Recommendation

	Pecuniary Interest Returns 2024
	Recommendation

	Councillor representation on Council Advisory Committees and External Organisations for 2024-25
	Recommendation


	Officer Reports for Information
	Council Snapshot August and September 2024
	Recommendation



